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Dear Alumni & Friends,

The theme of this issue is “Return to 

Glory” and I cannot think of a better 

phrase to describe what is going on 

today at Roger Bacon.

On September 6th we dedicated the 

newly renovated Bron Bacevich 

Memorial Stadium. The many changes 

over the summer included a lighted, 

paved parking lot accommodating 

approximately 140 cars, new pedestrian 

and automobile entrances, two storage 

facilities, restored bathrooms and 

freshly painted walls, commemorative 

banners honoring the decades of memories created in the stadium, a 

donated statue of our patron St. Francis of Assisi, new fencing and beautiful 

landscaping. While the physical improvements are extensive and very 

impressive, the real buzz is the return of the electric environment that 

accompanied the opening of the stadium and every home game since.  

Packed stands, loud cheering, returning alumni, winning football and 

tailgating at the Spartan Village are just a few of the traditions that brought 

back memories of the days of old.

Anyone who had the privilege to attend our Open House on Sunday, 

October 27, also witnessed a sign of our “Return to Glory.” We had 310 

potential Spartans visit our campus that day from 57 different schools, 

representing a 23% increase from the record set the previous year. Parents 

were heard saying, “We had to see for ourselves what everyone is talking 

about.” The weather was perfect. The campus was beautiful. We had 

Franciscan Friars, Board members, administrators, faculty, staff, alumni, 

parents, and most importantly our students, available to welcome our 

guests and share with them what makes being a Spartan so special. You 

could not help but leave that day with a great sense of pride about our 

students and our school.

The many challenges facing Catholic schools today are significant and 

very real. In our own market, some Catholic schools are facing declining 

enrollment, challenging finances and decreased support. We are fortunate 

that is not the case at Roger Bacon, but we also understand the importance 

of continuing to improve what and how we do things. Our “Return to 

Glory” is significant, but by no way complete.

I thank you for your support and encourage you to come feel for yourself 

what is happening. I believe you will be proud to be a Spartan.

Sincerely,

Tom Burke ’69

President
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 REDEDICATIONCEREMONY
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Roger Bacon today is thriving 

and has an outstanding 

reputation among our students, 

parents, alumni and the 

community as a whole. We 

believe we are the school of 

choice for anyone seeking a 

small co-ed school environment, 

with a diverse student body 

and uniquely Franciscan.  

On Friday, September 6, 2019, 
Roger Bacon christened the new 
with a bit of the old. A who’s who 
of RB legends, alumni, students, 
family and friends returned to Bron 
Bacevich Stadium for the re-dedi-
cation ceremony. A capacity crowd 
was on hand for the re-dedication 
after the completion of the first of 
a multi-phase renovation project.  
President Tom Burke ’69 was joined 
at midfield by four of Roger Bacon’s 
all-time icons:  Pictured left former 
principal Fr. John Bok, OFM ’53, 
state champion boys soccer coach 
Dick Arszman ’59, Dr. Bernie 
Bacevich ’59, son of legendary 
coach Bron Bacevich, and former 
band director Wes Neal to re-dedi-
cate and bless our historic venue.

The football team then took the 
field against Newport Central 
Catholic.  Junior Corey Kiner 
led the way with more than 200 
all-purpose yards and three 
touchdowns as our Spartans 
ran away with a 41-14 victory. 

Return to Glory

small caption



tradition       3

FRANKROBINSONFIELD

Our success is evident in a 

rapidly increasing number 

of applications for enrollment 

and doubling the funds raised 

through various sources. 

In short, we have restored 

the respect and pride of the 

Spartan family to the place 

it deserves.” 

– PRESIDENT TOM BURKE

Frank Robinson Field at Ross Park 
in St. Bernard was completed at 
the end of summer, just as the 
2019-20 school year began. The 
project is part of the Cincinnati 
Reds 150th celebration. Officials 
from the Reds, P&G, the Cincinnati 
Zoo, Pepper Construction, 
Kroger, Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital and multiple project 
partners participated in a shovel 
ceremony in May, prior to a 
St. Bernard-Elmwood Place vs. 
Roger Bacon baseball game. 
(Roger Bacon won 11-0.)

The field project is part of the 
annual “Reds and P&G Community 
Makeover” and includes a 
completely renovated baseball 
field with a new synthetic infield 
that will be the home to both 
St. Bernard-Elmwood Place and 
Roger Bacon High School teams. 
Other highlights include a new 
plaza area, renovated concession 
stand, signage and a “Palace of 
the Fans” façade.

Return to Glory
In addition, the tennis courts in Ross Park were refinished in brown and gold 
for the RB Spartan tennis teams to now have home courts for their matches.

BLESSING OF THE RENOVATED BRON BACEVICH STADIUM (FR. JOHN BOK, OFM)

O Lord, God, we gather this evening to give you thanks and praise for all the good gifts you bestow on us:

We thank You for the 65 years of athletes and musicians who have poured their blood and sweat 
into the exercise of the talents that You have given them;

We thank You for the dedicated coaches, past and present, who have led and inspired young athletes 
to exercise their God-given talents to the best of their ability; 

We thank You for the current and future musicians and athletes who will display the many blessings 
and gifts You have bestowed upon them;

We thank You for the benefactors and friends of Roger Bacon High School who have enabled us 
to upgrade and enhance this field of competition.

We now ask You to bestow Your blessing on this stadium, named for a great football coach who did 
his best to instill in the athletes under his tutelage, the values of clean competition and team building, 

so that all who meet in competition on this field will do so demonstrating the greatest attributes 
of good sportsmanship and fair play. Amen.



Spread the word, these people are impressed with Roger Bacon High School!

This year’s Open House was a huge success and our largest attendance yet! 

We had 310 prospective students from 57 elementary schools visit campus. 

Students from as close as St. Clement and as far away as Chicago, Illinois, 

got a small glimpse of what makes Roger Bacon stand out among Catholic 

high schools.  

Below are few reactions from visitors: 

 

“There is a lot of talk about Roger Bacon in our neighborhood and around 

our school. We had to come see it for ourselves.” - Parent of St. James White 

Oak student

“We were set on a different school, but the shadow day and this Open House 

just changed everything.” - Parent of Nativity student

“I knew I could easily see my son here. After today, he can easily see 

himself here. It was great!” - Parent of St. Ignatius student

“I love it. I don’t want to shadow anywhere else. This is the place for me.” 

- All Saints student

“I love that you are Franciscan and independent. I would love for my son 

to have Father Roger and the Franciscan influence in his life.” - Parent of 

St. Andrew student

“This is the happiest open house I’ve ever been to.” - Parent of Our Lady 

of Lourdes student

“We love that you have so many things for kids to participate in, 

like the robotics, which were awesome.” - Parent of JP II student  

“You are beautifully diverse.” - Parent of Corryville Catholic student

Thank you to all of our students, faculty, staff, coaches, alumni, parents 

and friars that spent part of their Sunday proudly welcoming others into 

our home.

Spread the word
by Brandon Cowans, Admissions Director

If you know of a student
interested in Roger Bacon,
contact Brandon Cowans

at 513.641.1313 or
bcowans@rogerbacon.org

GO TO
www.rogerbacon.org/futurespartans

TO LEARN MORE.
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As we look back at an extremely exciting fall, it is nice to 

reminisce about where we have been and where we are 

going. Our newly renovated stadium, complete with a 

parking lot and other amenities, has been a source of 

pride for our entire community. However, our “Return 

to Glory” tagline for the stadium project means much 

more than simply winning records or a pretty venue. It 

embodies enthusiastic student, faculty and alum support 

for school activities (i.e., athletics, fine arts, community 

outreach) and each other. It recognizes our historic and 

illustrious past and uses it as an inspiration to current 

and future generations of Spartans.  

As a member of the Spartan family, there is much to be 

proud of when discussing Roger Bacon. Our academics 

remain strong and challenging. Our students are leaders 

in and out of the classroom. Our commitment to 

community service remains a foundational aspect of 

our students’ development. We are proudly Franciscan, 

and Spartans recognize and seek value in themselves and 

others. We invest in our students in ways which makes 

us unique among high schools in Cincinnati - public 

or private. We remain a great “value for the money” 

and ensure we are fiscally responsible and good stewards 

of the generous gifts from our Province and alum.  

We have become the school of choice for families 

seeking a small, coed, diverse and authentically 

Franciscan environment.  

We do this because we understand that “Return 

to Glory” not only means knowing and 

appreciating who we were, but also who we are and 

where we are going. We embrace traditional values 

and produce young men and women – prepared 

academically, socially and religiously – to step 

confidently into a world that desperately needs 

their talents and leadership.              

On behalf of our faculty, staff and students, we hope 

everyone had a safe and blessed Christmas season. We 

look with anticipation to a great new year. With your 

prayers and support, we confidently move “forward 

to greater things.”

God bless you and God bless Roger Bacon. 

Steve Schad

Principal
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PICTURED: Christmas in the front lobby – 
Display by Br. Gene Mayer, OFM
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Think Outside
of the Box!

Using BREAKOUT BOXES is a new teaching concept that allows a 
teacher to run an escape room experience in the classroom. Teachers 
have access to BreakoutEdu.com with many escape rooms that are 
created for different content areas. Breakout Boxes often lead to high 
student engagement, help students develop their skills in collaboration, 
and challenge them to think (literally) outside of the box. They can be used 
to introduce or review content.

Listed below are the NEW STAFF 
MEMBERS who joined the RB family 
for this school year: 

English Department
Mary Christoff

Intervention Specialist
Ashley DeBurger ’15

School Nurse
Karin Herold

Science Department
Joe Hetzer

Social Studies Department
Ben James

English Department
Elizabeth Jobe

English Department 
Kelly Krebs ’08

Cafeteria
Barb Larkin

Science Department
Autumn Meyer

Theology Department
Joe Pieper

Social Studies Department
Tim Taylor

Guidance Department
Solomon Tentman ’10

Justin Chmiel and his wife Pam 
welcomed Sophie Thérèse into their 
family on Friday, August 2, 2019. 
Justin teaches Latin and Spanish at RB.

In June Corey Kiner ’21 
and Sam Mumper ’21 
attended the annual 
Southwest Ohio 
Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership 
(HOBY Seminar) 
at Antioch 
College in Yellow 
Springs, Ohio.



Grandparents Day!
On September 6th we welcomed over 200 
grandparents for FRESHMAN GRANDPARENTS DAY!  
Spartan freshman and their grandparents celebrated 
Mass and a continental breakfast together in the Fine 
Arts Center, followed by a student-led tour of campus. 
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Save the date for SINGING IN THE RAIN 
on April 2, 3, 4, and 5th in 2020!

Love for Theater
On Monday, September 
30th, members of the Cast 
and Crew of the Drama 
Guild’s The Diary of Anne 
Frank traveled to Thomas 
More University to view 
their Villa Players produc-
tion of the same show!  
They enjoyed TMU’s 
production and theater 
space with a talk-back from 
the cast and Director, Greg 
Procaccino. The Roger 
Bacon students enjoyed 
learning about the cast’s 
research behind this moving 
story and characters while 
learning about the technical 
process from the Stage 
Manager, 2016 Roger Bacon 
alum, Sam Devlin.  

Sam is a Theater Major at TMU and has been exposed 
to and works in a variety of technical theater areas such 
as lighting design, set building, stage make-up, directing 

and costuming. By the time he graduates from TMU, he 
states that he will be well-rounded and hold strong skillset 

in the many areas of theater. Sam is set to graduate in 2021 
and is grateful to Roger Bacon for instilling him an appreci-
ation and love for theater. He went on to say, “I learned 
through my years at Roger Bacon and involvement in the 
Drama Guild, that if I work hard, I can be a part in creating 
something that is truly amazing.”

The Drama Guild enjoyed the experience which helped them 
with their own production of The Diary of Anne Frank in the 
Roger Bacon Carol Dauwe Fine Arts Center in November.

Pictured above: The Roger Bacon Drama Guild pose for a 
picture with Sam Devlin (front), a 2016 Roger Bacon graduate, 
after Thomas More University’s production of The Diary of 
Anne Frank.

Below is a list of the 2019-2020 
CHAMBER CHOIR MEMBERS:

James Allen ’23
Sydney Cardwell ’20
Elissa Fasbender ’23
Olivia Hodges ’21
Mia Huber ’23
Amari Jenkins ’23
Eniyah Jolly ’21
Evie Luken-Brennan ’21
Sophia Lynch ’20
Leah Mason ’23
Zoe Nienaber ’23
Kenzie Ott ’23
Kylie Roberts ’23
lise Schellingerhout ’23
Matthew Siciliano ’20
Rachel Spohr ’21
Taylor Stahl ’20
Alissa Taite ’23
Elizabeth Tennant ’23
Jacob Wernicke ’23



Roger Bacon kicked off another annual ASSIST-A-FAMILY DRIVE this year. 
Knowing that our faith invites us into action, we are always seeking to 
help struggling families preparing for Christmas. All monetary donations 
given are used to purchase Kroger gift cards for families to buy needed 
food. We also collect new items to be given as gifts.  
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In its seventh year, the RB ST. VINCENT 
DE PAUL THRIFT STORE had its most 
successful sale to date, selling 11 bins 
of clothing to RB students and raising 
over $1,100 to help our neighbors in 
need. A special thank you goes to 
Serenity Murphy ’21, the chair for 
the Thrift Store, and to the following 
students for their help (pictured left): 
Natalie Borgert ’21, Jean Ingram ’21, 
Brooke Kinebrew ’20, Zoe Nienaber 
’23 and Iyahna Campbell ’23.

Thank you for donating clothing and for 
shopping at our thrift store. Clean, gently 
used RB uniform items and spirit wear 
are collected throughout the school year 
and can be dropped off at the Main 
Office. For questions or more informa-
tion, contact the SVDP faculty advisor, 
Julie Vehorn, at jvehorn@rogerbacon.org.

On October 4, 2019, (Feast of St. Francis) 
the SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD 
DRIVE (SVDP) filled more than 5 barrels 
and collected over $60 in cash donations.  
Pictured below l to r: Julie Vehorn 
(faculty), Jeannate Ingram ’21 (Co-chair 
for Food Drive), Natalie Borgert ’21 
(Co-chair for Food Drive), Ava Alexan-
der ’23 and Zoe Nienaber ‘23.

Solomon Tentman ’11 (Guidance 
Department at RB) and his wife 
Rebecca recently announced the birth 
of a beautiful baby daughter Leah.

Let’s Go
Krogering!



by Dan Woellert ’90

The Spartan Lunch 
Ladies of 1989 who served 
me and thousands of 
other students at RB were 
Edythe Lawrence, Shirley 
Hausfeld, Agnes Vanden 
Eynden and Melba 
Doellman, Jessie Milazzo, 
Clara Hennel, Mary Clare 
Freese, Jane Hardewig. 
For most Catholic school 
cafeterias, the predictable 
meal was always Friday 
Fish Day. But for my 

Alma Mater, Roger Bacon, the day we all really looked 
forward to was Cheese Coney Thursdays. For under $2 
one of the nine Spartan Lunch Ladies served you two 
cheese coneys with house made Cincinnati Style Chili. 
For made-from-scratch chili for 800 starving and 
growing kids, it was pretty darn good.

What we didn’t appreciate back then was those lunch 
ladies toiling since 6:00 a.m. every day, making those 
hot lunches from scratch in a kitchen larger than any 
restaurant in today’s Over-the-Rhine. I remember having 

to go retrieve something for a teacher one morning from 
that kitchen. It was like a car repair garage, the lunch 

ladies watching over industrial-sized mixing tanks and 
cooking apparatuses. They seemed like Rosie the Riveters, 
filling humming cooking equipment for the cause of us 
kids. The nine “lunch ladies” were like surrogate grand-
mothers, serving us home cooked food from their heart. 
These ladies were magic, hooking us on their homemade 
mashed potatoes, cookies, apple dumplings, and of course, 
the Cincinnati style cheese coneys.

If there’s anyone today who knows where the Spartan chili 
recipe originated and what spices it included, it’s Shirley 
Hausfeld, a lifelong native of St. Bernard. She started working 
in the Roger Bacon Cafeteria in 1981, and worked there over 
25 years before retiring as its manager. And, she probably 
cooked the recipe that was carried on from Clara Hennell, 
who started in the cafeteria in 1964 and worked for over a 
quarter of a century herself, serving me and thousands of 
other students.

There might be a connection between RB’s Cincinnati 
chili recipe and the neighborhood chili parlor, 
Chili Time, less than a mile away from school 
on Vine Street. The cool thing about Chili Time 
was that it was always open late. Because of that 
it was a popular hangout for us “kooky” kids after 
football games and other weekend events!

Pictured above from 1988 Yearbook: Row 1 Edythe 
Lawrence, Shirley Hausfeld, Agnes Vanden Eynden, 
Melba Doellman. Row 2  Jessie Milazzo, Clara Hennel, 
Mary Clare Freese, Jane Hardewig

Listed are the 2019-20 GOD SQUAD 
MEMBERS: Ed Alander ’19, Miriam 
Kolis ’20, Brian Koch ’20, Anna 
Juengling ’20, Haley Fulton ’20, 
Sala Cooper ’20, Emma Curran ’20, 
Madyson Cook ’20, Emma Lynch 
’22, Rebecca Mae Spears ’20, 
Nolan Tebbe ’20, Rose Kaetzel 
’20 and Anna Merz ’20.

CHEESE CONEY THURSDAY 
still lives on in the RB cafeteria and the 
cafeteria ladies are still hard-working 
to insure the tradition carries on many 
years later! Pictured below are our 
wonderful cafeteria ladies. Front: 
Charity Gruenwald and Jeannie Perry. 
Back: Amy Bishop, Kathleen Lindner 
and Lucy Branscum.

PREDICTION FROM 1999 YEARBOOK:  
“On Thursdays, there will still be cheese 
coneys for lunch.”

Things were a bit frightening in the front 
office on HALLOWEEN. Staff members 
(and dog) were not their usual selves 
but assumed the role as characters from 
Hocus Pocus! Pictured below front: Sisi, 
2nd Row: Julie Vehorn and Paul Zlatic 
’00, 3rd Row: Mary Beth Hausfeld ’80, 
Brummett ’85, Amy Wilson ’84 and 
Steve Schad.

Lunch in the Cafeteria
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Congratulations to Miriam Kolis ’20 who was named a COMMENDED 
STUDENT BY THE NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM. 
Commended Students are recognized for their academic achievement 
and impressive score on the 2018 PSAT. Out of more than 1.5 million 
students who took the test, Miriam is one of only 50,000 to receive this 
honor. In addition to her academic achievements, Miriam is an Assisi 
Scholar, Drama Guild Vice President, and was head of the costume crew 
for the fall play.

Seven students and two faculty members 
(pictured left) spent a week in Louisiana, 
participating in a summer mission trip. 
RB students worked alongside members 
of the ST. BERNARD PROJECT (SBP) in 
the Lower Ninth Ward of New Orleans 
doing construction and home renovation. 

The SBP, was started in St. Bernard 
Parish, Louisiana, in 2006, to help the 
recovery effort after Hurricane Katrina. 
When the levees broke during the 
hurricane, the entire Lower Ninth 
Ward was rendered inhabitable. 
SBP’s founding mission was to rebuild 
the devastated area.

2019 NEW ORLEANS MISSION 
TRIP PARTICIPANTS:
Dillon Fischer ’20
Anna Juengling ’20
Bryan Koch ’20
Natalie Borgert ’21
Grace Hogshead ’21
Madeline Williams ’21
McKenzie Healy ’22
Mrs. Sara Russel, Science Teacher
Mr. Adam Couch, Theology Teacher    
 
While the students were primarily there 
to serve the community, they also had 
the opportunity to enjoy the culturally 
rich city of New Orleans, learn about 
AmeriCorps through SBP, visit the Katrina 
museum, and bond with classmates.

This year RB welcomed TWO STUDENTS 
FROM SPAIN: Juan Navarro-Banqueri 
(11th grade) and Adrian Llana (10th 
grade.) They will be here for only this 
school year, then return to Spain. Juan 
and Adrian are required to complete the 
work in their classes and take all tests, 
etc. but they are not going to be staying 
to receive a diploma. We haven’t had 
actual “exchange” students for a while. 
In the past, we have enjoyed having 
them in the school for the opportunity 
for mutually-shared cultural experiences. 
If you are familiar with Spain, Juan 
is from Grenada and Adrian is from 
Madrid. We also accepted a cultural 
exchange student from Vietnam who 
attends sophomore classes.

Academic 
Achievement!



In September, 
freshman Spartans 
participated in 
Koinonia. “Koinonia” 
means a “community 
of faith.” The whole 
day was dedicated to 
giving freshmen an 
opportunity to build 
community together, 
and to learn more 
about the connection 
between faith 
and service.

Students had an 
opportunity to play 

games with their freshman communities... 
groups of 5 or 6 students who are paired with 
a senior leader. Freshman Bernadette Peck 

said her favorite parts of the day were getting 
to know the members of her community 

better and learning about service. “I really liked 
spending time with people in my community,” 
Bernadette said. “It was good to get closer as a 
small freshman community so that we can go out 
and do service to help the larger community!”

While freshman communities got to know each 
other better, they also reflected on their faith 
and the significance of serving others. Koinonia
is an opportunity to learn more about the 
service programs and projects supported 
by Roger Bacon. 

Found #464...36 more!
While changing seasonal decorations in 
the front lobby at the entrance to the cafeteria, 
a business card was found in a floral arrangement 
from a SENIOR PRANK last year.  
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FRANCISCAN VALUES AT WORK 
IN MELBOURNE, KENTUCKY
Written below is an e-mail sent to 
Principal Steve Schad in February, 
2019, from Deacon Dave Profitt, 
Director of St. Ann Retreat Center 
in Melbourne, KY... “One of my 
favorite groups that come to 
our retreat center is the Roger 
Bacon kids. There’s several 
reasons for this. First, teacher 
Kate (Romolo) and her team 
are always well organized 
and on top of things. 
Second, the kids are just 
the best behaved and so 
respectful of my staff and 
facility. We always look forward to their 
arrival and their time here. My hats off to 
your school and the good work you do. 
Keep up the good work and please keep 
sending them here.”

Our night custodian, Michael Virge and 
his fiancé Taylor, welcomed their baby 
girl Jamasyn, born on October 21st.

Community of Faith
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District Champs...
Historical Season!

The ROGER BACON GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM won their 22nd 
district championship this fall season and finished the season 23-4 and 
were recognized as Regional Runner-Up for the second consecutive 
year. Over the last two years they have a combined record of 49-5! 
RB Girls Volleyball has also won 655 games in program history which 
ranks 8th according to OHSAA.org. Karly Niesen ’20 ends her 
career with 2,203 assists which meets the minimum to be entered into 
the career assists list in OHSAA history – she has signed to play at 
Urbana University where she will join her sister, Courtney ’16!  

2O19

GCLC  Fall  All-Stars
FOOTBALL
OFFENSIVE POY

Corey Kiner ’21
DEFENSIVE POY

Ryan Blaut ’20
COACH OF THE YEAR

Mike Blaut
1ST TEAM ALL-GCL

Ryan Blaut ’20
Daniel Cartuyvelles ’21
Corey Kiner ’21
Nijal Mooney ’21
Jake Mumper ’20
Nolan Tebbe ’20
James Thompson ’20
Dimitrius Ward ’20
2ND TEAM ALL-GCL

Ryan Hallau ’21
Jah'mal Hutsell ’22
Ronnell Lackey ’20
HONORABLE MENTION

Ryan Lally ’20
Chris Shipley ’21

BOYS SOCCER
1ST TEAM ALL-GCL

Sean Rugless ’20
2ND TEAM ALL-GCL

David Konate ’21
Nathan Drago ’22
HONORABLE MENTION

Ollie Boeres ’21
ALL-SOUTHWEST

Sean Rugless ’20
Nathan Drago ’22

GOLF
HONORABLE MENTION

Adam Trigg-Holdman ’21

GIRLS SOCCER
1ST TEAM ALL-GCL

Lindsay Ballinger ’20
2ND TEAM ALL-GCL

Kylee Sheppard ’21
HONORABLE MENTION

Taylor Stahl ’20
ALL-SOUTHWEST

Lindsay Ballinger ’20
Kylee Sheppard ’21

GIRLS TENNIS
2ND TEAM ALL-GCL

Lily Crigler ’21
HONORABLE MENTION

Ellie Rickenbaugh ’23

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
1ST TEAM 

ALL-SOUTHWEST

Cammy Niesen ’22
Karly Niesen ’20
2ND TEAM 

ALL-SOUTHWEST

Kelly Brenner ’20
3RD TEAM 

ALL-SOUTHWEST

Grace Wilking ’21
2ND TEAM ALL-STATE

Karly Niesen ’20
3RD TEAM ALL-STATE

Kelly Brenner ’20
HONORABLE MENTION

Cammy Niesen ’22

PICTURED LEFT: Players - Cammy Niesen ’20, Kelly Brenner 
‘20, Meredith Gullette ’21, Grace Wilking ’21, Monique Gentry 
’20, Karly Niesen ’20, Olivia Berry ’20, Molly Hamilton ’21, 
Samantha Hoffman ’22, Abby Schneider ’21, Anna Clevidence 
’21, McKenzie Kroger ’22, Mia Huber ’23. Coaches - Alyssa 
Flading ’05, Jenna Gaughran, Nick Wilking ’10, Ben Barnes ’09. 
Manager - Noor Essakalli ’20.

Grade School Night



Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the GRADE SCHOOL NIGHT (pictured 
left) at the football game vs McNicholas 
and the volleyball game on October 1st 
against CHCA. The numbers of kids and 
parents who attended were incredible – 
interest in Roger Bacon is high! 

MIDNIGHT MADNESS returned to the 
RB campus after the last home football 
game on November 1st to give a “sneak 
peek” at our boys and girls basketball 
teams. Doors opened after the football 
game vs Summit Country Day (sealing a 
9-1 season!). The event began at 10:00 
p.m. and included a Dunk Contest, 
3-point Contest and an Inter-squad 
Scrimmage. 

In 2004 the RB girls’ basketball coach, 
John Schablien, approached Tom 
Dehmer ’63 and asked if Tom would sell 
split-the-pot tickets at the girls’ home 
basketball games. Fifteen years later… 
Tom is still a presence in the Fogarty 
Center lobby greeting guests and selling 
split-the-pot tickets. Additionally, he has 
helped several coaches and a few Athletic 
Directors and has added boys’ basketball 
games and football games to his schedule 
at Roger Bacon high school. There are 
many people needed “behind 
the scenes” to insure success in 
hosting home games, but Tom 
Dehmer is probably recognized 
more than most. Thanks for 
your incredible dedication to 
Roger Bacon, Tom! (Contrary 
to popular belief, “A Dollar for 
One or Six for Five” is NOT Tom’s 
favorite quote!)

SAVE THE DATE: RB Annual Sports Stag 
will be held Thursday, January 16, 2020.

Roger Bacon High School will join the Miami Valley Conference (MVC) as a 
full member starting in fall, 2021. Already an associate member in football, 
this marks a historic milestone in the long and illustrious history of Roger 
Bacon. A founding member of the Greater Catholic League (GCL) in 1931, 
this is the first conference move in the 92-year history of Roger Bacon.

“We are extremely excited and pleased to be joining the MVC,” said Principal 
Steve Schad. “Our move reflects the realities of the current organization of the 
GCL-Coed and addresses some serious concerns we have with the distance 
between league schools and the lack of local competition.”  

Only three (Roger Bacon, Purcell and McNicholas) of the eight schools 
which make up the GCL-Coed are located in Cincinnati. Besides the three 
GCL-Coed schools in Dayton (Alter, Chaminade Julienne and Carroll), 
Fenwick is in Middletown and Badin is in Hamilton. A recent reorganiza-
tion of the league (doing away with divisional play) increased the already 
burdensome number of long distance trips during the school year. “We 
simply cannot justify putting large numbers of students, on school nights, on 
the road to play league opponents over an hour away. It is not uncommon to 
have students returning from contests very late at night – a situation which has 
real safety concerns and is not compatible with a student/athlete” said Princi-
pal Schad. The MVC, which consists of 7 public and 7 private schools, are all 
located in Cincinnati. The combination of local competition plus reduced travel 
times makes the difficult decision easy to understand. “We are proud of our 
GCL heritage; however, we are not bound by the past” said Principal Schad.  
“The GCL most our alum are familiar with is very different from the current 
GCL-Coed league membership. The move to the MVC positions our school, 
students, parents and alum in the most advantageous situation possible. We 
will continue to have top quality competition, including traditional GCL rivals, 
with schools we can accurately call our neighbors.”

The Greater Catholic League (originally the Greater Cincinnati League) 
was formed in 1931 with four “original” schools: Elder, Purcell, Roger Bacon 
and Xavier University High (St. Xavier). In 1962, LaSalle and Moeller were 

added. In 1990, Alter, Chaminade Julienne, Badin and McNicholas 
joined to make a 10-team league consisting of two divisions: the North 
Division (Alter, Badin, Chaminade Julienne, McNicholas, Purcell 
Marian and Roger Bacon) and the South Division (Elder, LaSalle, 
Moeller, and St. Xavier). In 2006, Carroll and Fenwick joined the GCL 
and the league was regrouped into three divisions: the North Division 
(Alter, Carroll, Chaminade Julienne and Fenwick), Central Division 

(Badin, McNicholas, Purcell Marian and Roger Bacon) and South Division 
(Elder, LaSalle, Moeller and St. Xavier). In 2013, the GCL was reorganized 
again, this time including the Girls Greater Catholic League. Under the 
GCL umbrella there were three leagues: Greater Catholic League Co-ed 
(GCL-Coed, North and Central Divisions), Girls Greater Catholic League 
(GGCL) and Greater Catholic League South (GCLS). In 2019, the 
GCL-Coed moved to a single 8-team division and did away with the 
“North” and “Central” designations.
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R O G E R  B A C O N  H I G H  S C H O O L  
Joins Miami Va�ey Conference



On Friday, September 6, 2019, Roger 
Bacon christened the new with a bit of 
the old for a BRON BACEVICH MEMORI-
AL STADIUM RE-DEDICATION. A 
“who-is-who” of Roger Bacon legends, 
alumni, students, family, and friends 
returned to Bron Bacevich Memorial 
Stadium for our re-dedication ceremony.  
This exciting project added a magnificent 
entrance to our historic venue, letting all 
who visit know that they are at Roger 
Bacon. Inside is a brand new parking lot 
with 138 spaces, in addition to a new 
pedestrian entrance and gate.

A capacity crowd was on hand for the 
re-dedication after the completion of the 
first of a multi-phase renovation project. 
President Tom Burke ’69 was joined at 
midfield by four of Roger Bacon’s all-time 
icons: former principal Fr. John Bok, OFM 
’53; state champion boys soccer coach 
Mr. Dick Arszman ’59; Dr. Bernie 
Bacevich ’59, son of our legendary coach; 
and band director Wes Neal to re-dedi-
cate and bless our historic venue. 

The reception before the ceremony 
reunited many athletic greats, administra-
tors, distinguished alumni, and friends 
of Roger Bacon. Following the national 
anthem, sung by award-winning Roger 
Bacon junior Sam Mumper, and our 
pre-game prayer, the official game ball 
was presented by one of the true football 
legends in RB history, former Ohio State 
All-American and NFL pro-bowler Dave 
Foley ’65.

Our football team then took the field 
against Newport Central Catholic in the 
renovated stadium as it was also the 
WLWT Channel 5 Game of the Week.  
Junior Corey Kiner led the way with 
more than 200 all-purpose yards and 
three touchdowns as our Spartans ran 
away with a 41-14 victory. It was a great 
night to be a Spartan! HAIL SPARTANS! 

Pictured top left, Hall of Famers
Dick Arzman ’59, Harry Tolliver ’59, 
Mel Anthony ’61, Roger Perdrix ’61.

14   w i n t e r  2 0 2 0

Road Trip...
Boys Head North!

The COACHES CLASSIC/COCKTAILS FOR A CAUSE is back & 
Coach Blaut was ready for the challenge! Roger Bacon has been 
involved with this event for the past six years. At this event each 
head coach invited speaks about their respective seasons and the 
positives of their programs. Through the generous support from 
alumni, parents and friends of RB, “tips” in the RB helmet get 
collected. The participating high school which brings in the most 
money wins a trophy and bragging rights for the year. For the 2nd 
year in a row, Roger Bacon HS was the winner and raised over 
$1,700 this year! All money collected goes to two incredibly 
worthy causes... Magnified Giving and Nate’s Toy Box.

another photo from the event



Ray Butler ’97 & Kevin Bulter ’95

Mike More�i ’89

Tom Ha�ersley ’68

Zachary Green ’92

Rich Craig ’67 & Mike Corson ’66

Dan Nurre ’64Bob Te�e ’57+
(represented by his mom & bro�er)

Behind every good football team, 
there is usually great support from the 
fans, families and FOOTBALL MOMS 
who feed the team lovingly before each 
game of the season! Pictured l to r: 
Lori Webb, Emily Mulcahey, Debb 
Janzen and Stephanie Hausfeld.

Corey Kiner ’21 attended a “RUNNING 
BACK ROUND TABLE” session with 
Jutahn McClain from Fairfield HS and 
Miyan Williams from Winton Woods. 
Mike Blaut said “I don’t ever remember 
three running backs in the city being of 
the caliber of players they are. They are 
also three of the nicest kids to play.“

Mike Blaut invited the 2010 PLAYOFF 
FOOTBALL TEAM for the opening pep 
rally with the 2019 team. “We watched 
the 2010 highlight video and both teams 
hung out for a while. Pictured l to r 
are RB 2010 teams and coaches: Ron 
Meister (helper), Mark Sunderman, 
Tommy Watkins, Griffin Mouty, Ben 
Huxel, Ben Rose, Terry Huxel, Mike 
Jackson, Si Rose, Joe Newton, Connor 
Mouty, Jeff Koester, Domo-
nique Hutson, Darriell Berry, 
Cameron Bishop, Dalen Wess, 
Will Farrell, Jacob Ungerbue-
hler, James Fiorini, Christian 
Davis, Gus St. Clair, Josh 
Wilking, Tanner Sprong, Luke 
Fiorini (coaches), Kevin Huxel 
(2010 head coach.
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R O G E R  B A C O N  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Footba� Legends
The ROGER BACON FOOTBALL

LEGENDS, honors a select group of

men who gave their hearts on this

football field, and upon graduation,

have continued to live according

to the legendary Roger Bacon

Spartan spirit, determination,

and strong Franciscan values as

they have achieved success in life.



This football season was legendary to say 
the least. 10-2 record... League title... 
Playoff appearance with a first round win. 
It’s been a long time coming. All of these 
accomplishments were the result of hard 
work by the players and coaches. Our 
dominating defense, led by defensive 
coordinator, Solomon Tentman ’11 
turned in one of the best defensive efforts 
in school history. Ryan Blaut (MVC 
Defensive POY), James Thompson, Jake 
Mumper, Nijal Mooney, Evan Webb 
and Dimitrius Ward led the Spartans 
week in and week out. Offensively, the 
exceptional performances by Nolan 
Tebbe, Daniel Cartyuvelles, James 
Thompson and Ryan Hallau on the line 
opened up holes for Corey Kiner (MVC 
Offensive POY) to run through and break 
every major running back record in school 
history as well as put his name into the 
Ohio state record books.  

Our coaching staff, many of which 
are RB grads, Joe Hennekes ’85, Mark 
Sunderman ’96, Dave Kathman ’90, 
Solomon Tentman ’11, Ken Janzen ’80, 
Tommy Watkins ’98, Zach Whitton ’17, 
Josh King ’17, along with Julian Deese, 
Stan West, Steve Sheehan, Joe Lawwill 
and Matt Fehr did an incredible job 
preparing the team for each game. I 
am humbled to lead alongside them 
and represent Roger Bacon.

I would also like to give a heartfelt 
THANK YOU to all Spartans for the 
tremendous support and energy you 
brought to the games this season! As a 
grad, dad and coach, it is indescribably 
exciting to have so many supporters in 
the stands, and from afar, cheering on 
the football team. The players 
feed off of that positive 
enthusiasm, so from me, my 
players and my staff, you all 
have our sincere appreciation!   
 
Hail Spartans! 
Coach Mike Blaut ’88

16   w i n t e r  2 0 2 0

Roger Bacon has played a significant role in building the rich GCL football 
heritage and traditions that the league now enjoys. If one looks at the years 
from 1956-1968, Bacon teams posted a 112-12-4 record. In that same period 
of time, there were 3 unbeaten teams and numerous one-loss season records.  
It’s only natural that when our 1959 team gets together over lunch to share 
old friendships and memories, we talk about how our 1959 football team 
compared to other great Bacon teams, but we are humble enough to know we 
were just one of the many great Bacon football teams. Our 1959 team was 8-1 
and Tri-GCL Champions. As juniors we played on the 1958 team which was 
10-0, and was the first undefeated in Bacon history, but Bacon football 
tradition is more than just about its wins and losses.

Our humility ends when discussing things other than wins and losses because 
we are realistic enough to consider the 1959 team as contributing a “great 
moment” in Roger Bacon football history—“the great race” for the 1959 GCL 
football championship, and a most exciting GCL championship game (“the 
game”) which was the exclamation point for the 1959 season.

There were only 4 teams in the GCL league back then: Bacon, Elder, Purcell 
and St. Xavier. What defined the “great race” for the 1959 GCL football 
championship was that it involved 3 great teams:  Purcell, RB and Elder. (St. X 
was having an off-year in 1959). Purcell’s 1959 team was truly one of the most 
talented football teams in the history of Cincinnati high school football. It was 
quarterbacked by Roger Staubach, a future NFL Hall of Famer. They weren’t 
called the Hackberry Assassins for no reason and they played up to their 
reputation. When they came on the field, you could feel their presence. Elder 
football always had a great football tradition and the 1959 season was no 
exception. The team was quarterbacked by Steve Tensi, another future NFL 
quarterback. Bacon’s offense was built around an all-city fullback named Don 
Buehler and was blessed to be coached by Bron Bacevich, the 1973 National 
High School Coach of the Year. He was head coach in the early years of 
building Bacon’s Division 1 power-house football teams.

The GCL Double Header kicked off the GCL league games and the “great race” 
was on. It was played each year at Xavier University’s football stadium early 
in November on a Sunday afternoon. The estimated attendance for the 
double-header was approximately 15, 500 fans, the largest crowd ever 
to watch a high school football game in Cincinnati up to that date. 

On the field in the 1959 double-header were two quarterbacks who 
would become NFL quarterbacks. That’s two quarterbacks out of the 
four teams represented on the field. Purcell was 6-1 coming into the 
game. RB came into the game undefeated at 6-0 and they were riding a 
16-game winning streak. Elder came into the game with a 5-1 record.  
Purcell beat St. X in the first game and Elder beat Bacon 8-6 in the 
second game, ending RB’s 16-game winning streak.

In the games following the double-header, Purcell beat Elder and Bacon beat 
St. X. After Elder’s loss to Purcell at The Pit, The Cincinnati Enquirer quoted 
Elder officials who said they thought Purcell was the best team ever to play 
Cincinnati high school football. That’s quite a compliment. It added an 
entirely new level of excitement to the upcoming game between RB and 
Purcell for the league championship. It would be Staubach’s last high school 
football game which we now carried a high level of importance for him and 
his team. Because of the Elder comments in the newspaper, Purcell was now 
wearing the mantle of being Cincinnati’s greatest high school football team.  

The game between the Spartans and the “Hackberry Assassins” 
became the exclamation point in a most exciting and tradi-
tion-filled championship race. If Bacon wins the game the 
GCL would end in a three-way tie. If Bacon loses the game, 
Purcell wins the title outright. The game was highly anticipated 
and the Bacon stadium was completely filled that Sunday 
afternoon. After our pre-game prayers at the grotto, we walked 
to the stadium led by Coach Bacevich. We had a great sense 
of Spartan pride based upon the values supported by Coach 
Bacevich of God, family, country, hard work, commitment 
and teamwork. Never did you feel so proud of being a Spartan 
seeing all the cars stopped and the students and parents lining 
the streets cheering for our team. You could also hear the 
good-natured chants of the Purcell supporters –“Let’s Fry 
Bacon!” or “Roger Bacon, Roger Bacon 20 cents a pound. I’ll 
buy a quarters worth and feed it to my hound!” Elder has its 
tradition of  “The Pit,” but Roger Bacon’s stadium also had its 
tradition of “The Hill” which lined the stadium on the visitor’s 
side of the field. It was not only a way to see games for free but 
it also provided the fans in the concrete seats entertainment 
watching fans occasionally sliding down “The Hill” in clouds 
of dust!

Bacon won the game, 8-3, but the win was not decided until 
the last play of the game. Purcell was on Bacon’s 3-yard line 
with 1 second left to play. It was 4th down. Coach Bacevich put 
out the word along the sidelines for those players not in the 
game to start praying the rosary. Staubach was called upon 
by his coach to run the last play, but Bacon stopped him short 
of the goal-line and won the game! The field was flooded with 
excited students, many tumbling down onto the field from the 
infamous “Hill.” A common topic often discussed even today 
when the 1959 team gets together on various occasions is 
“Who was the player(s) that made the game-saving tackle 
on Roger Staubach?

Over the years since that game, Roger Staubach has been 
quoted as saying in various media outlets that “We lost to 
Bacon 8-3, one of the worst losses I ever had.” This statement 
is from an all-time great quarterback whose Navy team lost the 
National Championship to Texas in 1964, yet that game didn’t 
even make his list of worst losses. Instead, Roger ranks the 
Purcell loss to Roger Bacon alongside two Super Bowl losses
 to the Steelers and Navy’s loss to Army when he was a Naval 
Academy senior.

Roger Staubach is the only person who really knows why he 
feels so strongly about that loss, but one can speculate about 
some reasons. Think how much richness and tradition must 
have been invested by the players in the GCL traditions and 
its games when a high school football loss can mean so much 
to a team. 

Why was the game so important to Bacon? Simply stated, 
it was a big game and a big win for the Bacon football team. 
The team and the win are reminiscent of another great Roger 
Bacon team’s win–the Roger Bacon 71-63 victory over LeBron 
James and his nearly unbeatable Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary’s 
team in 2002. Winning the 1959 GCL football championship 
game does not singularly put the 1959 team in the stature of a 
great RB football team because (as stated previously) of team 
wins and losses, but when viewed on their own merit are only 
part of the evaluation equation. We determined the reason the 
1959 team was a special team was not only because of the win 
but because it created an exciting moment in Roger Bacon 
football history.

Time only enriches the great memories of Roger Bacon 
football history and tradition. The 1959 team considers itself 
lucky to have contributed a most exciting moment to the 
school’s history and tradition.

A Rich Footba� Heritage

photo from the season

by Seton Staley ’60 & Denny McBreen ’60
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The game between the Spartans and the “Hackberry Assassins” 
became the exclamation point in a most exciting and tradi-
tion-filled championship race. If Bacon wins the game the 
GCL would end in a three-way tie. If Bacon loses the game, 
Purcell wins the title outright. The game was highly anticipated 
and the Bacon stadium was completely filled that Sunday 
afternoon. After our pre-game prayers at the grotto, we walked 
to the stadium led by Coach Bacevich. We had a great sense 
of Spartan pride based upon the values supported by Coach 
Bacevich of God, family, country, hard work, commitment 
and teamwork. Never did you feel so proud of being a Spartan 
seeing all the cars stopped and the students and parents lining 
the streets cheering for our team. You could also hear the 
good-natured chants of the Purcell supporters –“Let’s Fry 
Bacon!” or “Roger Bacon, Roger Bacon 20 cents a pound. I’ll 
buy a quarters worth and feed it to my hound!” Elder has its 
tradition of  “The Pit,” but Roger Bacon’s stadium also had its 
tradition of “The Hill” which lined the stadium on the visitor’s 
side of the field. It was not only a way to see games for free but 
it also provided the fans in the concrete seats entertainment 
watching fans occasionally sliding down “The Hill” in clouds 
of dust!

Bacon won the game, 8-3, but the win was not decided until 
the last play of the game. Purcell was on Bacon’s 3-yard line 
with 1 second left to play. It was 4th down. Coach Bacevich put 
out the word along the sidelines for those players not in the 
game to start praying the rosary. Staubach was called upon 
by his coach to run the last play, but Bacon stopped him short 
of the goal-line and won the game! The field was flooded with 
excited students, many tumbling down onto the field from the 
infamous “Hill.” A common topic often discussed even today 
when the 1959 team gets together on various occasions is 
“Who was the player(s) that made the game-saving tackle 
on Roger Staubach?

Over the years since that game, Roger Staubach has been 
quoted as saying in various media outlets that “We lost to 
Bacon 8-3, one of the worst losses I ever had.” This statement 
is from an all-time great quarterback whose Navy team lost the 
National Championship to Texas in 1964, yet that game didn’t 
even make his list of worst losses. Instead, Roger ranks the 
Purcell loss to Roger Bacon alongside two Super Bowl losses
 to the Steelers and Navy’s loss to Army when he was a Naval 
Academy senior.

Roger Staubach is the only person who really knows why he 
feels so strongly about that loss, but one can speculate about 
some reasons. Think how much richness and tradition must 
have been invested by the players in the GCL traditions and 
its games when a high school football loss can mean so much 
to a team. 

Why was the game so important to Bacon? Simply stated, 
it was a big game and a big win for the Bacon football team. 
The team and the win are reminiscent of another great Roger 
Bacon team’s win–the Roger Bacon 71-63 victory over LeBron 
James and his nearly unbeatable Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary’s 
team in 2002. Winning the 1959 GCL football championship 
game does not singularly put the 1959 team in the stature of a 
great RB football team because (as stated previously) of team 
wins and losses, but when viewed on their own merit are only 
part of the evaluation equation. We determined the reason the 
1959 team was a special team was not only because of the win 
but because it created an exciting moment in Roger Bacon 
football history.

Time only enriches the great memories of Roger Bacon 
football history and tradition. The 1959 team considers itself 
lucky to have contributed a most exciting moment to the 
school’s history and tradition.

From �e 1959 Troubadour Stop that man! Purcell registers surprise as Buehler 

belts over the middle in his outstanding game of the season. Save for Buehler’s 47-yard 

touchdown jaunt, it was an even contest throughout.



SPONSORED BY

PRESENTED BY

JACK NORTON ’62

Jack was a two-sport athlete at Bacon, playing 
baseball and football where he earned three varsity 
letters when his teams achieved a 3-year record of 
26-3. In his senior year, he was named a captain and 
played offensive guard, linebacker and placekicker on 
Coach Bron Bacevich’s 
1961 football squad that 
won its 10th GCL title, 
was voted city champions 
and went 9-1 overall, 
ranking 4th in the final 
Ohio AP poll.

He was named to the 
Associated Press 1961 
All-Ohio First Team 
Defense as a linebacker, 
and First Team Cincinnati 
Enquirer as a guard. 
Jack was voted by local 
coaches and officials as the honorary captain of the 
Post & Times-Star All Star squad. He then earned a 
scholarship to play football and attended Memphis 
State University. 

After his football career, Jack brought his competitive 
spirit to the golf course, where he earned numerous 
championships and won many side bets from his 
buddies! Jack started a family in Colerain Township 
and had a son Michael, who unfortunately passed 
away of leukemia in 1996.

MIKE BRANNEN ’74

Mike Attended Roger Bacon from 1970 to 1974 and 
was a 3-year starter in basketball. His breakout year 
was his junior year when he averaged 14.9 points and 
5 assists per game. In his senior year he averaged 16.6 
points. He was voted the team MVP both his junior and 
senior years. Currently, Mike ranks 22nd all-time career 
points which was 4th at the time of his graduation. In 
his senior year he was named First Team All-City and 
GCL and he was Runner-up for GCL Player of the Year 
when the basketball team was 15-5 (which was the 
best record in 18 years). Mike also led the Cincinnati 
All-Stars over the Dayton All-Stars. He was the 2nd 
leading scorer and had the most assists in those games.

Mike received a basket-
ball scholarship to the 
University of Dayton to 
play for the legendary 
Don Donoher and 
played four years before 
graduating with a 
business degree. He was 
tri-captain of his team in 
his senior year of 1978 
when the Dayton Flyers 
advanced to the NIT. The 
team defeated a highly 
ranked University of 
Notre Dame team.

“I have been in the financial services industry for 
nearly 35 years and have been a First Vice President 
of Investments with Well Fargo Advisors for the last 
28 years. I have also been married to my wife, Amy, 
for the past 35 years and we have a daughter who 
currently resides in Indianapolis.  My daughter started 
out in basketball and then decided swimming was 
the sport she wanted to pursue. I coached middle 
school-aged girls for Lexington Catholic even after she 
left this sport because I felt it was important to encour-
age young women to believe in themselves and to 
continue to grow strong in character” said Mike.

WHEN: Thursday, Jan. 16, 2020
6pm to 7:15pm - Social /Open Bar  
7pm to 7:45pm - VIP Reception
After 7:15pm - Cash Bar
7:30pm - Dinner
8:00pm - Program Begins
(must be 21 to attend)

COST: $50 (presale) $65 (at the door)
Includes LaRosa’s dinner and drinks.
$100 (VIP) Includes heavy appetizers 
and open bar from 6pm to 7:30pm, 
followed by cash bar in the gym.

50th BRON BACEVICH AWARD
Steve Specht
St. Xavier HS Head Football Coach

TOM ROEBEL 
GOOD FELLOWSHIP AWARD  
Rocky Boiman 
Former NFL linebacker 
Notre Dame grad, St. Xavier HS grad

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
Jack Norton ’62, Mike Brannen ’74, 
Sam Merkle ’99, Beckham Wyrick ’02

18      w i n t e r  2 0 2 0
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SAM MERKLE ’99

Sam was a triple sport standout during his career as 
a Spartan. He was the first ever junior elected captain 
of the varsity football team and proceeded to quarter-
back the first two playoff teams in school history 
(’97, ’98). Sam was a three-year varsity letter guard in 
basketball and a member of the teams that made back 
to back regional final 
appearances (’97, ’98), 
while also serving as 
a three-year middle 
infielding in varsity 
baseball.

Sam flourished during 
his time at Bacon 
earning All-GCL, 
All-City and All-South-
west Ohio honors in 
football, basketball 
and baseball. Most 
notably, he was a 1st 
Team GCL selection at quarterback. Additionally, 
he was a First Team and 2-time All GCL and All-City 
performer in baseball. 

After graduating in 1999 Sam attended Mt. St. Joseph 
University where he continued his baseball career and 
was a 3-time All-Conference performer and a member 
of the 2000 All-Mideast Region team.

For the past 16 years Sam has been employed in the 
Financial Services and Electronic Payments industry, 
where today he serves as Vice President / Head of Sales 
for Bank Partnerships at Worldpay. He and his wife, 
Maddy, currently reside in College Hill with their three 
kids Claire (12), Will (9) and Emma (6). 

BECKHAM WYRICK ’02

Beckham excelled as a multi-sport athlete during his
time at Roger Bacon and will forever be known as one 
of “The Chosen Ones” of the 2002 State Championship 
RB Basketball Team – “The Team that Beat Lebron.”

He was an All-GCL 
First Team football 
and basketball player 
and voted as football 
team MVP.

After graduation, 
Beckham went on to play 
basketball for the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at 
Wilmington. He received 
his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Administration 
with a concentration in 

Finance. He led the Seahawks to CAA titles in 2003 and 
2006. In 2005-06, he was named to the CAA’s All-Academ-
ic Team, All-CAA Tournament Team and the NACDA 
Division I-AAA Scholar-Athlete Team.  

From Wilmington, Beckham moved to Leverkusen, 
Germany, for his first season as a professional in the 
German Basketball Bundesliga. He went on to play 
professionally in Germany for 9 seasons, capturing the 
National Cup Championship and Basketball Championship 
in 2009-2010 with Brose Baskets Bamberg. Following that 
season, Beckham moved to FC Bayern Munich and was a 
member of their 2010-2011 championship team.

More important than basketball, during his time overseas 
he met his future wife, Johanna. Beckham and Johanna 
moved back to the US in 2016, and currently reside in 
Fairhope, AL with their two children, Ada (5) and Henri 
(3). He now works at Aptus Capital Advisors, creating 
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) and building investment 
portfolios for Financial Advisors.
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For ticket information, contact the Athletic Department at 618.7016 or purchase at rogerbacon.org ... OR ...

... cut out and mail check to:  Roger Bacon STAG    •    4320 Vine Street    •    Cincinnati, Ohio  45217

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________  Class Year: ___________________

Phone: __________________________________   Email: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________  City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________

# of Tickets @ $65.00 each: _____________   $ Enclosed: __________________
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ESTELLE 
OBER LANGE ’45 and 
ROBERT LANGE ’44 known 
as Babe and Teel were married 
on June 11, 1947. This past June 
they celebrated 72 years of 
marriage and were recognized 
as the longest married couple by 
their parish Saint Peter and Paul 
Church in Hamburg, NY.  Robert’s 
career took them to Middletown, 
OH, Muncie, IN and in 1966 to 
Buffalo, NY, where they settled 
in the Village of Hamburg, where 
they reside today. They have 
been blessed with 6 children, 18 
grandchildren and 22 great-grand-
children with a 23rd arriving soon. 

Babe and Teel were fortunate they 
were able to travel after retirement 
and have visited all fifty states!  
But their greatest joy is spending 
time with their family especially 
during holidays, where the family 
still celebrates Christmas Eve at 
their home–all 60 of them! Bob 
still wears his Roger Bacon class 
ring and has a Spartan blanket 
on his favorite chair.

“FRIENDS COME BACK FOR CONCERT”

THANKS FOR VISITING!
At the Sound Body 
Jazz Orchestra concert in 
October, a few OLA alums 
proudly had their picture 
taken at the OLA emblem 
in the RB Fine Arts Center.  
Pictured l to r: LINDA 
DEBURGER SPARKS ’71, 
LISA DEBURGER CHAVEZ 
’79, JEAN BEITING 
JUENGER ’68, CHRIS 
BEITING ’71 and RUTH 
KLOSTERKEMPER 
DEZARN ’75.

Congratulations to LOIS ’48 and  
LOU KNOLLE ’48 who celebrated 
their 69th Anniversary on November 
24 at Krimmer’s Italianette 
Restaurant in North College Hill!  
Lou says “Being in the soft drink 
business all my life I drank 
Coke Cola with my bologna 
sandwich for 4 years at RB 
(1944 to 1948). When I 
returned from Korea and 
went to work at Pepsi one of my 
goals was to sell Pepsi to RB in 1974. 
Fr. Sylvester, OFM, gave me a chance 
and that was when I started grilling at 
the annual Steak Fry.” 

Shortly before his recent death ED 
RUNNENBAUM+’39 was featured in an 
article at his residence (The Barrington of 
West Chester). Ed was born in St. Bernard, 
attended RB and later to UC. While 
attending RB he was on the swim 
team—his best childhood memory was 
attending Roger Bacon. After serving in 
the Army Air Corp for 33 months during 
WWII, he spent 6 months serving in the 
Mariana Islands where he worked on the 
ground crew for the B-29 bombers. 

After returning from the Army, Ed was 
hired as a clerk for Procter and Gamble for 
36 years. During that time his best adult 
memory was marrying his wife Margaret.  
They met at a wedding and discovered 
they both worked at P&G. Together they 
had 5 children, 15 grandchildren and 26 
great-grandchildren. His children say that 
three traits that defined Ed were that he 
was a good grandfather, a devoted Reds 
and Bengals fan and a good traveler.  
When asked “What would he tell himself 
at age 13?” he answered “Be yourself 
and make lots of friends at school and 
work. Be a good citizen.”



Stay connected with RB and 
write to us. We love to brag about 

you! Contact Sue Huerkamp 
in the Advancement O�ce

at shuerkamp@rogerbacon.org 
or 513.641.1313.

If you’ve moved or changed 
your contact information 

please notify Chris Newton 
in the Advancement 

O�ce at 513.641.1313 or 
cnewton@rogerbacon.org.

The RB campus is alive with 
learning, activities and physical 
improvements. Come back for 

a tour and see for yourself. 
This is a great place! Call Sue 

Huerkamp to schedule a tour.

WOW! OUR ALUMS ARE INVOLVED WITH EXCITING CAREERS & EVENTS.   

JOHN MARINGER ’49 wrote to PAUL 
ZLATIC ‘00 upon receiving his fall issue 
of Tradition magazine: “It isn’t Time 
magazine or Sports Illustrated, but you 
know that you’ve made it when you get 
your family picture on the RB Tradition. 
It was so great to see the whole family 
(minus one new addition). I have always 
been a proponent that a strong family is 
the foundation of life. My children (all in 
their 40’s and 50’s) have always been with 
me for both the good days and the bad. 
My late wife suffered for over seven years 
with Alzheimer’s. The children were there 
every day until her passing in June, 2018.  
Since that time, there is always one of 
them here each night to prepare dinner.  
I thank God each day for having a strong 
family. I hope that you don’t mind my 
ranting, but I was just overcome with the 
picture of you and the family. I guess it’s 
just the feeling that Roger Bacon people 
are all family.

NICK HOESEL ’50 (aka “Speedy Gonza-
les”) competed recently in the 85-89 age 
group of the recent Senior Games held in 
Phoenix. He ran in 5 events: the 50, 100, 
200, 400-yard dash and the 400 meter 
relay. He was rated the best runner from 
Ohio and the fourth best in the country.  
The Senior Games hosted over 14,000 
persons from around the US and 12 other 
countries, competing in 20 events. Nick is 
trying to bring this event (held every two 
years) to Cincinnati in 2023, working with 
Marc T. Riker, the CEO of NSGA (National 
Senior Games Association (or America??).  
“The Olympics are well within our reach, 
but it will take the efforts of all of us to 
achieve this goal” says Nick.
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After graduation from RB DR. JESSICA VORDENBERG MACDONALD, 
PSY.D ’05 studied psychology at the University of Cincinnati where she was a 

member of the Psi Chi International Honor Society in Psychology 
and graduated with Magna Cum Laude honors.

After completing her 
bachelor’s degree, Dr. 
MacDonald pursued 
her graduate studies 
at Xavier University. 

She earned her master’s degree and 
Psy.D. doctoral degree in Clinical 
Psychology. Her doctoral disserta-
tion was a study conducted on an 
inpatient physical medicine and 
rehabilitation unit examining 
cognitive and functional outcomes 
of stroke patients, a study that 
she later published in a premiere 
peer-reviewed journal. During her studies, she completed clinical training in 
Neuropsychology with positions at the Kettering Medical Center, Cincinnati 
VA Medical Center, and yearlong internship at the St. Louis VA Medical Center. 
To complete her training, Dr. MacDonald then pursued a two-year clinical 
and research fellowship in Neuro/Rehab Psychology at Ohio State University’s 
physical medicine and rehabilitation hospital. Dr. MacDonald has presented 
her research work at multiple national and international conferences. 

Professionally, Dr. MacDonald has worked as a Clinical Neuropsychologist 
for the past three years. She works within a Neurology practice, performing 
cognitive assessments with patients with history of stroke, traumatic brain 
injury, multiple sclerosis, dementia, and other neurological conditions. 
She became board certified in Neuropsychology in 2018. 

Dr. MacDonald married her husband Brian in 2014 and they have a three year 
old son Sam. They also welcomed triplets Jack, Emma, and Chloe in April 2019. 

the psychology of triplets

WE MADE HIM 1 YEAR OLDER: In the fall Tradition magazine
RICHARD GRUPENHOFF was listed as a graduate of the class of 1958

which is incorrect. Richard is a member of the class of 1959.



50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

STILL GOING STRONG!
SALLY and JIM HUNTER 
’63 celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on 
October 12, 2019, with 
Mass at St. Michael’s 
Church followed by a party 
at The Kolping Center with 
friends and family. Among 
the revelers were Jim’s 
cousin DOUG BURKS ’70 
and classmates TOM 
DEHMER ’63 and TOM 
REINIGER ’63.
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BROTHER JACQUE ’60 and DOUG ‘61 
LEVASSEUR spent the better part of 
September visiting their “little sister” 
Dominie and her family in the Sierra de 
Gata region of western Spain. Dominie 
and her daughters served as the perfect 
hosts for brothers, uncles and their wives.  
“We dined on many traditional Spanish 
meals and were treated to family-guided 
tours of Ciudad Rodrigo, Salamanca and 
Porto (Portugal). Dominie has lived in the 
rural, untouched mountains of western 
Spain for the past 40 years. This photo 
was taken near her home” said Doug.

CLAIRE ZLATIC 
BLANKEMEYER ’04, President 
of Impact 100, (Cincinnati, OH) 
received the keys to the city 
in September from City of 
Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley. 
Mayor Cranley also declared 
September 12th “Impact 100 Day.”  
The keys to the city were also 
presented to Impact 100 founder 
Wendy Steele in honor of Impact 
100’s steadfast dedication to 
social change with the milestone 
accomplishment of donating 
more than $5 million to regional 
non-profits. The mayor also 
unveiled Impact 100 as a winner 
of the BBB Center for Ethics Torch 
Award for Marketplace Ethics for 
upholding the highest standard 
in ethics and integrity. Claire said 
“Our members are passionate 
about changing our communities 
for the better–not just through 
collective giving, but through 
volunteering and engaging with 
nonprofits and the people they 
serve to make a lasting impact.”

THE BENJAMIN FAMILY presented 
PRESIDENT TOM BURKE ’69 with a 
check at the first home football game 
in the new Bron Bacevich Stadium on 
September 6th. This gift was given in 
honor of their brother PAUL ‘80+ 
who passed away a few years ago.  
Their gift was donated to pay 
the $200 athletic participation 
fees for four deserving female 
students and four deserving 
male students who cannot 
afford their particpation 
fees. Pictured below is the 
Benjamin Family with Tom Burke. 
Front: DAN (BEAR) ’81, TOM BURKE 
’69, JANE WEBER ’69 and JEAN 
NIESEN’64. Back: JOYCE ’74 and 
DALE ’75.



DO U KNOW?
DO YOU KNOW A RB/OLA GRAD WHO 

IS CURRENTLY SERVING IN A BRANCH 

OF THE MILITARY? PLEASE SEND SUE 

HUERKAMP THEIR NAME, GRADUATION 

YEAR, BRANCH OF SERVICE AND RANK.

SEND TO SUE HUERKAMP SHUER-

KAMP@ROGERBACON.ORG 

OR CALL 513.641.1313.

ROGER HOWELL ’78 and Christine Jones 
Howell were married on October 12, 
2019, at St. Luke’s Catholic Church in 
Beavercreek Ohio. Three of Roger’s close 
friends in attendance were all in the RB 
Band together and have stayed in contact 
since graduation. Pictured below l to r: 
MIKE ’78 and Nan Grimes, MIKE ’78 and 
Laurie Murray, ROGER ’78 and Christine 
Howell and BARRY ’78 and Cathy Henry.  

While on their honeymoon in Jamaica 
ROGER ’78 and Christine Howell were 
able to make contact and visit with 
FR. JOHN BOK, OFM.

ASHLEY 
MCCOLLUM 
MEARS ’05 was 
recently named 
Teacher of the 
Year at the 
DeKalb County 
School Districts 
7th Annual 
Academy of 
Educational 
Excellence Gala.

AUSTIN 
GRATHWOHL ’18 
recently participated 
in the Iron Man 
Competition in 
Delaware, OH. 
“I took interest in 
Triathlons about a 
year before I ran 
the Ironman 70.3. 
Eventually I hope 
to run a full 
Ironman 140.6.”
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MARQUISSE BETTS WATSON is a graduate from Roger Bacon High School’s 
class of 2008. After graduating, she pursued a career as a registered nurse 

(RN). She married Antwon Watson (RB class of 2007) in 2013. 
Marquisse & Antwon experienced a life changing tragedy in 2014, 
the birth of their daughter 
Alana at only 24 weeks. Due 
to complications of Alana’s 
premature birth, she passed 
away 36 hours after her 
birth. Marquisse & Antwon 

have since been blessed with two rainbow 
babies, AJ (2015) and Andrew (2016).

In 2018, Marquisse & Antwon started 
“The Alana Marie Project”, a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization. The Alana 
Marie Project was created to encourage, 
empower, and support families who 
have experienced the loss of a baby from 
miscarriage, stillbirth, or infant death. In 
September 2019, Marquisse released her 
first book “Broken but Beautiful: 31 Day Devotional for Grieving Families”. 
This book shares Marquisse & Antwon’s story of how God can take a broken 
situation and turn it into something beautiful. 

Broken but Beautiful: 31 Day Devotional for Grieving Families is available 
for purchase on (need website)

To learn more about The Alana Marie Project visit: 
www.thealanamarieproject.com. 

broken but beautiful
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The ladies of OLA ’51 (pictured below) are still gathering 
together every year—68 years since their graduation! On 
September 13th they met for lunch at Maple Knoll Manor 
House. Thanks to Mary Kay Fisher for organizing these 
special luncheons.

A group of ladies from OLA ’53 enjoyed lunch and a
tour at Roger Bacon on September 27th. Jane Knueven, 
who organized the gathering, posed with her 3 great 
nieces and great nephew who are current students at 
Roger Bacon. Pictured below: Jane with great nieces 
and nephew: Natalie Juelg, Kaycee Johannes, Jacob 
Johannes, Jane, Erin Kennedy and Kaylee Johannes 
(the Johannes students are triplets). Later Jane posed 
for a picture with her classmates in front of the OLA 

Emblem in the Fine Arts 
Center: Also pictured l to r: 
Elaine Holthaus Fago, 
Marilyn Walter Anderson, 
Elaine Theis Schuette, 
Mary Jane Sander 
Bellman, Connie Ernst 
Gagliardo, Jane Arnult 
Knueven, and Mary 
Rizzo Fischer.

The RB ’54 (pictured below) men enjoyed lunch together 
at Pebble Creek Golf Course on Sunday afternoon, 
October 13th to celebrate their 65TH REUNION. 
Thanks to the leadership and organizational skills of 
Jerry Kistner for this memorable day in October.

The ladies of OLA ’55 (pictured below) 
meet every year at Clovernook Country Club for a late 
lunch and a good time together. This year they met 
on Sunday, October 6th. Thanks to JoAnn Bonno 
for bringing her classmates together for fun and 
laughter every year.

The men of RB ’55 are planning a 65TH REUNION 
at Montgomery Inn. Please SAVE THE DATE of 

September 12, 2020, for this special gathering. 
More information will be mailed 

about the reunion in early 
2020. Questions can be 
directed to Tony Novello 
at 513.860.5293.

At the last OLA ’57 reunion 
in 2017 at Clovernook 
Country Club a group picture 
was taken. If you would like 
to receive a copy of that 
picture please contact Mary 
Lou Zeek at 513.290.5303.

55

55

57

53

51 54
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Pebble Creek Golf Club was the location 
for a 60TH REUNION gathering for the ladies 
of OLA ’59 (pictured above). Thanks to Geri Ortman 
and Kay Eilerman for organizing an enjoyable 
October 12th afternoon.

Ken Schrand and Dan Metz organized a successful class 
reunion for RB ’59 (pictured above). The men met on the 
Roger Bacon campus for a tour, followed by a gathering 
at the Wiedemann Brewery in St. Bernard.

A 60TH REUNION is being planned by Donna 
Baumgartner for the OLA CLASS OF 1960 on October 
3, 2020, at Maketewah Country Club. Please contact 
Donna if you are interested in helping plan this fine 
event at 513.313.2821.

A 60TH REUNION is being planned by Seton Staley 
and Chuck Helmes for the RB CLASS OF 1960 on 
May 30, 2020 at Pebble Creek Golf Course. More 
information forthcoming.

The men of RB ’61 enjoyed lunch in the RB cafeteria 
with the students in October. Thanks to Tom Whisner for 
getting his classmates together. Afterwards, they enjoyed 
a brief tour of campus led by President Tom Burke. 
Pictured below: Tom Whisner, Jim Zimmer, Bob 
Hungler, Paul Schoster, Ray Blessing, Paul Dinwiddie, 
Tom Eschmeyer, Mike Klus, Ken Sands and Dick 
Ellensohn enjoyed the day together.

Jim and Jack’s On the River was the location for the 
55TH REUNION OF OLA ’64 (pictured left). Special 
thanks to Karen Sheehan Berter for bringing her 
classmates together to celebrate this special occasion.
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The men of RB ’61, ’62 and ’63 continue to meet 
monthly on the first Wednesday of each month at 
Crossroads Sports Bar (5790 Cheviot Road in White Oak) 
at noon. Contact Don Ernst at 513.922.8775 or 
Joe Karaus at 513.250.5552 or jkaraus@gmail.com 
for information.

ALL THUMBS! In the latest issue of Tradition a 
photo was posted of a group of 1965 alumni at a 
recent lunch gathering. One of the attendees’ name 
was misspelled. It was listed as Kathy Kanuf. It should 
be Kathy Knauff Ellerman.

The ladies of OLA ’69 had such a great time at their 
50TH REUNION (pictured below) they decided to meet 
again at The Wiedemann Brewery in St. Bernard for lunch 
on September 17. At that gathering the ladies voted to 
meet for lunch every third Tuesday per quarter. An email 
will be sent to classmates to check the RB Alumni page, 
Facebook and Twitter for the location of each gathering. 
Questions can be directed to JoAnn Ballinger at 
lmbjab@fuse.net.

Not only are the RB ’69 men great Spartan Fans, 
but also great Cincinnati Reds fans! Pictured l to r: 
John Homoelle, Steve Zinser, Dave Mages, 
Ron Schutte and Gary Glazier.

SAVE THE DATE! The OLA CLASS OF 1970 will 
celebrate their 50TH REUNION on October 3, 2020, 
6-9 pm, at the Pebble Creek Event Center. If your contact 
information is not up-to-date, please send an email to 
shuerkamp@rogerbacon.org so you will be sure to get 
all the details. A group is meeting monthly to plan. Look 
for more info on the OLA Facebook page and watch for 
a mailing or contact Pat Gilkey Frey at pafrey2@gmail 
for information.

The men and women of OLA/RB ’70 are also planning 
a combined 50TH REUNIOn celebration on Saturday, 
September 19, 2020, in the Fine Arts Center at Roger 
Bacon High School. The evening will include dinner, 
dancing and fun. More details will follow. Questions can 
be directed to Ralph Henke at rhenke1@yahoo.com.
Prior to the 50th reunion a special trip (Thrill in the Ville III) 
is in the works for OLA/RB ’70 alums to spend 3 nights 
and 4 days at the new Caesar’s Southern Indiana Casino 
in New Albany, Indiana, from Tuesday, May 19, 2020, to 
Friday, May 22, 2020. (All RB/OLA classes are also invited 
to join in the fun!) On Wednesday there will be a golf 
outing at Chariot Run Golf Course followed by a riverboat 
dinner cruise on the river. Thursday evening plans include 
a night to enjoy The Beatles at Abbey Road on the 
River in downtown Louisville, KY. This special trip is 
still a work in progress. Questions can be directed to 
Ralph Henke (rhenke1@yahoo.com) or Joe Kempe 
(horatiojoek@gmail.com).

The angels of OLA ’71 (pictured below) have decided 
to meet regularly. Please contact Pam Bollmer Feichtner 
at pfeichtner53@comcast.net to learn 
of the next gathering.

70

70

71
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OLA AND RB ’74 (pictured below) celebrated a 
special 45TH REUNION at The Wiedemann Brewery 
on September 7th. Thanks to the great leadership and 
organization of Kathryn Sammons Gale for bringing 
her classmates back together again. They met as a group 
for the opening home football game against Newport 
Catholic at the new and improved Bron Bacevich 
Stadium on Friday, September 6th.

Thanks to leadership efforts of Penny Garner to
bring her classmates of RB ’89 (pictured below) back 
to campus on Homecoming night to the Spartan Village 
and the football game vs. Cincinnati Hills Christian 
Academy (CHCA). The fun weekend continued on 
to Century Inn in Glendale Saturday evening 
(October 19).

RB ’94 (pictured below) gathered at The Wiedemann 
Brewery on October 19th for their 25TH REUNION. 
Thanks to Heidi Culbertson for organizing this reunion 
for her classmates. “We had 30 plus classmates who 
came and it was a great time!” said Heidi.

RB ’99 (pictured below) celebrated their 20TH 
REUNION at The Wiedemann Brewery on September 
7th. They also met for the opening home football game 
against Newport Catholic at the new and improved 
Bron Bacevich Stadium on Friday, September 6th.  

Thanks to Zach Merkle for bringing his classmates 
of 2009 together for a TEN-YEAR REUNION (pictured 
below), meeting as a group at the RB vs. McNicholas 
football game Friday, September 27 and a social 
gathering at The Wiedemann Brewery on Saturday, 
September 28.

Stephen Post organized a FIVE-YEAR REUNION for 
his classmates of RB 2014 to meet in the Spartan village 
prior to attending the Homecoming game vs. Cincinnati 
Hills Christian Academy (CHCA) on October 18th. They 
enjoyed a social afterwards at The Wiedemann Brewery.



Roger Bacon celebrated VETERANS’ 
DAY (pictured below left) on Thursday, 
November 7th in the Fogarty Center. 
A light breakfast was served to those 
attending. The student body was present 
also to honor attending veterans and to 
ask questions about their commitment 
to the USA. “Veterans Day is a time 
when we remember and remind those 
who are young or who have not served, 
what some members of our American 
Family have sacrificed for their liberty 
and freedom. Veterans Day events, like 
those held at Roger Bacon and around 
the country, are moments of sharing, 
reflection and pride for all who 
participate. Young people become 
aware, veterans rekindle their pride 
and we all come away thankful to 
be Americans!” Barry Strasser ’61 
(USN ’62-‘66)

There is nothing better than a visit 
from a special friend on the Roger 
Bacon campus, especially when that 
visitor is the beloved Fr. Jim Bok, 
OFM! Pictured below: Rob 
Rickenbaugh ’90, Fr. Jim Bok, 
OFM and Jeff Rapking.
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ALUMNI FIRST FRIDAY MASS every 
month (except holidays). Please join us 
for Mass at 8:15 a.m. each first Friday of 
the month in the Fine Arts Center. Coffee 
and pastries served after Mass. Friends 
and family welcome, no reservations 
necessary. Questions can be directed 
to Sue Huerkamp at 513.641.1313 or 
shuerkamp@rogerbaon.org.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
are held every second Thursday of the 
month (except May and June) at 6:30 pm 
on campus in the ITC Center (previously 
the Library). Parking is available in the 
rear lot. The 2018 meetings will be held 
on January 9, February 13, March 14, 
April 11 and May 5th (need correct dates). 
This organization has grown considerably 
the last five years and meetings are open 
to all alums. Questions can be directed 
to Sue Huerkamp at 513.641.1313 
or shuerkamp@rogerbacon.org.

THE 1ST ANNUAL 
WALT ROECKERS ’57 MEMORIAL 
was held on Friday, September 6th 
at Avon Fields Golf Course to honor 
the memory of Walt ’57. Proceeds 
benefitted St. Clement Athletics and 
Roger Bacon football. Thanks to Paul 
Schildmeyer ’90 for his expertise 
organizing this special outing!

SAVE THIS DATE

ALUMNI GOLF OUTING

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2020

STARTING AT 1:30 PM

GLENVIEW GOLF COURSE



Mark your calendars for the 32nd Annual Evening for Excellence to be held in the Thomas J. Fogarty Center on 

April 25, 2020!  The evening promises great food and drink, music, auctions, raffles, and warm camaraderie! Enjoy the 

games and raffles – Split the Pot, Heads or Tails, Take a Shot, Treasure Chest, Pop the Cork, and many more. Bid on items 

in the silent and live auctions. All proceeds benefit Roger Bacon students. Don’t miss a great opportunity to catch up 

with classmates and reminisce with old friends. Look for the “Save the Date” card early in 2020.

Many hands are needed to make the Evening for Excellence a success. If you would like to volunteer,

we welcome your help. Contact Wanda Hill at whill@rogerbacon.org or call 513.641.1313. 

We will be collecting items to offer in the live and silent auctions. If you have items to donate, send them to school with your 

son or daughter or just drop them off in the office. You will receive a tax deduction for all items you donate. Cash is always 

welcome too.  Items are needed for the “Basket Boutique” that may have these themes: Gardening, Christmas, Holiday Variety, 

Men’s Basket, Women’s Basket, Kids’ Basket, Spa, Kitchen, Cincinnati, Sports of all Sorts, Summer Time Fun, and Off to 

College. You may want to host a gift-gathering party. It is a great way to support Roger Bacon and have a great time. After 

Christmas, we will hold a “Re-Gifting Week” at Roger Bacon. If you received gifts at Christmas that you don’t want or need, 

give them to us for auction or basket items. Re-Gifting Week is scheduled for the week of January 13, 2020. 

An important factor for a successful fundraising event is sponsorships. Perhaps, your place of employment would be interested 

in sponsoring our event. Personal sponsorships are welcome as well. A sponsorship is a wonderful advertising tool. We 

recognize sponsors during the Evening for Excellence on our continuous video board during the evening, in the catalog, 

and in our Annual Report. Call Wanda Hill if you are interested in a personal or corporate sponsorship.

Thank you so much for supporting Roger Bacon’s Evening for Excellence – 2020!
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Roger Bacon HS had the privilege to welcome back Joe Dattilo ’70 and Lori Thamann Dattilo ’72 (pictured above), and their 

son Ryan, on November 1, 2019. The Dattilo family joined the students for Mass, and afterward shared their story, which began 

when the two started dating while at Roger Bacon and Our Lady of Angels. It was during this time that Joe, while working 

part-time in the supply chain for Bethesda Hospital, first began dreaming of a better way to manage hospital supplies. 

Joe and Lori married in 1974, and welcomed son Ryan 11 years later.  

In 1992, many years after Joe and Lori were married, and son Ryan was born, Joe quit his job as a hospital vice-president and 

founded PAR Excellence, which Lori joined full-time in 1996. The two of them built this company in to a leader in inventory 

and supply chain management, as well as one of the true innovators in this space. They retired in 2017. They shared with 

students that through all of the ups and downs of life and business, what mattered most was their love of family, 

and the values they learned at Roger Bacon and Our Lady of Angels.

EVENINGFOREXCELLENCE

THEAMERICANDREAM



THE 7TH ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAN 
BLAUT ’79 MEMORIAL GOLF SCRAM-
BLE on September 28th was a huge 
success. Thanks to the great leadership 
efforts of Dan’s brothers Mike ‘88 and 
Dave ‘78, the Glenview Golf Course was 
filled with RB family and friends to honor 
the memory of Dan. Food and awards 
were presented after the golf outing 
at The Century Inn. This special outing 
benefits the students of RBHS.

On October 12th, 2019 the AMANDA 
WATKINS DUNN MEMORIAL FUND 
supported an inaugural HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME DANCE at the Willow Event 
Center in Colerain organized by Amanda’s 
brother Tommy Watkins ’98. The AWD 
fund was started in honor of Amanda 
Watkins ’96 who lost her battle with 
breast cancer on June 21, 2016. The 
proceeds are directed to families battling 
cancer, paying for Christmas and to a 
memorial scholarship at Roger Bacon 
designed to help 4 families this year: 
George Janzen, Elissa Fasbender, Isabel 
Ernst and Jacob Goyette. We are thankful 
for all of our friends and the alumni that 
attended. Mark your calendars for 
October 24th of 2020 for the 2nd 
annual Halloween Costume Dance.

HOMECOMING 2019 “Last night was 
very, very special. The size of the crowd, 
the behavior of our kids, the presence of 
the Friars, the organization of the whole 
evening, the team handling their business, 
the television coverage, the final product 
of the renovations, and I could go on and 
on. There hasn’t been an atmosphere as 
electric as we had last night in many, 
many years. We had many major donors 
and most of our Board members in 
attendance, and I could not have been 
more proud. Great job by all” said 
President Tom Burke ’69 (Pictured right 
some of the sights from Homecoming)

The Roger Bacon Campus was alive 
and dancing to the RB Sound Body Jazz 
Orchestra (pictured below) on Thursday 
night prior to Homecoming weekend! 
Thanks to the wonderfully talented 
alumni orchestra for entertaining our 
alums, friends and families. Special thanks 
to Michael Flannery ’76 for serving as 
emcee of the evening including a little 
humor of his days at RB!

THE ANNUAL THOM NUTT ‘69 MEMO-
RIAL ATO GOLF TOURNAMENT took 
place on Saturday, August 17, 2019. 
When Thom (Nutting) died a few years 
ago, this outing was established in his 
memory and to benefit his college 
fraternity ATO (Miami University) and 
The American Cancer Society. Thanks to 
Steve Zinser ’69 for collecting a donation 
from Thom’s classmates and supporting 
this special golf outing.
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Serving The Community
Since 1843

3819 West Eighth & Seton Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45205

Ph: 513-557-2306
Fax: 513-557-2310

www.cccsohio.org

OPERATING

St. Mary Cemetery
701 East Ross Ave.

St. Bernard, OH 45217
513-242-4191

St. John Cemetery
4423 Vine Street

St. Bernard, OH 45217
513-242-4191

St. Joseph Cemetery
3819 West Eighth & Seton Ave.

Cincinnati, OH 45205
513-921-3050

The CCCS has devloped an informative cremation brochure. 

This brochure was developed to assist families and to help 

them understand their funeral and burial rites in the Catholic 

Church, especially when faced with making sensitive decisions 

at a very painful and stressful time.

DID YOU KNOW.... 

“The cremated remains of a body should be treated with the 

same respect given to the human body from which they came. 

This includes the use a worthy vessel to contain the ashes, 

the manner in which they are carried, the care and attention 

to appropriate placement, transport and the final 

dispositon.” (OCF #417)

Please visit our St. Francis of Assisi chapel in Our Lady of 

Angels mausoleum at St. Mary Cemetery and our Mother of 

God mausoleum at St. Joseph Cemetery. We built these final 

resting places, with private chapels, to guarantee continued 

service to our families for the future.

To speak with a grad about receiving 

our informative cremation brochure or 

to answer your questions, call Stephen E. 

Bittner ’69 at 513.557.2306 ext. 319 or 

Arthur “Butch” Abrams ’74 

at 513.242.4191.

See us on Facebook & Twitter!

Born to Eternal Life The following members of the Roger Bacon family 
have been born to eternal life. Please join us in 
remembering them and their families in your prayers.

Cincinnati Catholic Cemetery 
Society Board members:
Charlene Boehmer Asbach ’57
Jim Brigger ’65
Tom Dehmer ’63
Dan Nurre ’64

Cincinnati Catholic Cemetery 
Society employees:
Debbie Boehmer Bittner ’69
John Bressler ’68
Scott Dover ’89

Edward T. Runnebaum ’39 
Concetta (Cetta) Aiellil Romer ’40
Paul Ashbrock ’42
George H. Flege ’42
John F. Rugh ’42
Beatrice Kathmann Rieskamp ‘43
Robert (Bob) Karle ‘45
Sr. Mary Ann Miles, OSF ’45
Joseph A. Tonnis ‘46
William Bidleman, Jr. ’47
Robert H. Rumpke ’47
Donald H. Ruter ‘48
Mary Lou Windholtz Elliott ‘49
Bob Scheller ‘49
Ronald Thomas Chain ’50
Fay Hutchinson Otto ’50
Mary Lou Campagna Shoemaker ’50
Donald Harry Stegeman ’50
Dr. William R. Kelley ’52
Jerry L. DuVall ’53
Harold (Hal) Fuhrman ’53

William Vaske ’53
Geraldine (Jeri) Voigt Thesken ’54
Adam (Ed) Watzek ’54
Patricia Denier Ahr ’55
Mary Ann Rother Lennon ’55
Janet Werning Wilhelm ’55
Theresa (Tess) Keyes King ’56
John T. Loesch ’56
Robert (Bob) Schneider ’56
Theresa (Joan) Schuler ’56
Frank V. Thome ’56
Joan Nuckols Wade ’57
Thomas J.  Zink ’56
Cecilia Dickhoff ’58
Ken Mahon ’58
Gerald (Jerry) McMurtry ’58
Mary Ambro Cabeen ’59
Rosemarie Finkbeiner Dashley ’59
Elizabeth (Betty) Goode ’59
Patricia Becker Hatt ’59
Helen Brenner Juergens ’59

Barbara Kenning Maher ’59
Mary Keeton Mitsch ’59
Diane Dillon Mouch ’59
Darlene Groh Pierce ’59
Mary Grace Martin Sunderman ’59
Beverly Engel Busche ’60
Kenneth Rettig ’60
Joseph Thullen ’61
John Paul Wibbels ’61
Paul R. (Randy) Bennett, Jr. ’63
Roger Windholtz ’63
Timothy A. Bollmer ’64
Terrence Dean ’64
Charles W. (Cookie) Brinkman ’67
Jerry DeNoma ’74

NOTE: Eileen Rauschmayer ’71 was 
listed as deceased in the Fall Tradition 
magazine. We are happy to announce 
that Eileen is not deceased and 
apologize for this error.

Richard Allen
Rita Humbert Clark
Margaret Bohlander
Danielle Kelsey Brosious
Rosanne M. Dusa
Len Gartner
Robert Granger
Marie Annette (Anne) Haire
Elaine Fox Holt
James Keller
Fr. Hilarion Kistner, OFM
Mary Lee Klus
Leo B. Luebbe, Jr.
Thomas Maryanovich
Sr. Mary Ann Miles, OSF
Mary Joyce Rademacher
Linda Carol Roemer
Maryrose Truman
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