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In this edition of Tradition, there is information on an exciting new endeavor - the “We are the Good Soil”
campaign on page 7.  With a goal of raising $10 million dollars to build an atrium and increase student

opportunities through our Endowment, this is an ambitious project to be sure. It will be hard. However, just
as President John Kennedy rallied a nation to achieve what many thought was an unattainable goal, this
campaign will be a rallying cry for our community and will measure our energies and skills.  I am sure the
Roger Bacon family is up to the challenge. Once achieved, it will put an exclamation point on our first 100

years and lay the foundation for the next century.

The project has many important facets:
It is rooted in our faith with a dedicated chapel
as the centerpiece.
It will improve student safety – extremely
important and a fundamental responsibility. 
 It will support expansion opportunities in both
student size and offerings and enhance STEM
programs.
It will increase student support from our
counselors and intervention specialists.
It will consolidate administrative support.
It will increase student pilgrimage
opportunities by expanding the Assisi Scholar
Program and San Juan Bautista Pilgrimage.
It will fund student enrichment opportunities
through the St. Clare Society.
 It will increase endowed scholarships and give
more deserving young men and women the
opportunity to attend Roger Bacon. 
 It will enhance student leadership
development, endow mission trips, increase
community outreach opportunities and
establish/endow a school chaplain position.

This challenge will be a measure of our
commitment to the young men and women
who will bear the title of “Spartan” into our
future. It will be difficult, but a true Spartan or
Angel would not have it any other way.  
Please keep us in your prayers, and be a part of
the “good soil” as we confidently move
“forward to greater things.”  



Keep in touch with high school friends and stay
up to date on Roger Bacon events! 

Facebook - Roger Bacon High School

Twitter - @RogerBaconHS

Instagram - @RogerBaconHS
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To cut down on printing, mailing and postage expenses linked to our Tradition magazine, we aim to
send only one copy per household. The magazine will feature the name of one individual from each
household. If any problems arise, please reach out to Liz Farmer-Newton at
efarmernewton@rogerbacon.org via email.

Additionally, keep in mind that you can access all magazines digitally on our website under the
Alumni tab.

COVER: FR. ROGER LOPEZ, OFM SITTING IN THE DUNK TANK AT FEASTIVAL.

A special note...



Grotto 
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The grotto, was conceived by Bron Bacevich
shortly after he was hired at Roger Bacon.  
Dedicated to “Our Lady of Grace,” it was

designed by well-known Franciscan architect,
Bro. Cajetan Baulman.  The grotto, surrounded

by small fir trees, shrubs and flowers, has a
sandstone finish.  The statue of Our Lady

displayed inside is a white terra cotta.  Inscribed
on the base of the statue is a prayer to the

Blessed Virgin:  “Mother of Grace, pray for us.”

Construction took place during the summer of
1955 by members of the Varsity Club and Dad’s
Club.  It was formally dedicated on Sunday,
September 18, 1955.  Monsignor Cletus A. Miller,
pastor of the Church of the Annunciation,
officiated at the dedication.  Principal Fr. Andrew
Fox, O.F.M., started the services by leading all
present in the “Consecration to Mary.”  Fr. Paschal
Varnskuler, O.F.M., an English teacher, gave the
sermon.  The friars sang the Gregorian Salve
Regina, On This Day O Beautiful Mother, and
closed the ceremony with the traditional hymn,
Ultima.
Coaches Bacevich, Gaughan, and Irvin,
followed by the football players, were the first
to offer a prayer to Mary at the grotto. Since
that first prayer in 1955, the football team has
gathered at the grotto before and after every
football game to pray to Our Lady of Grace, to ask
for her protection, and to give thanks for their
performance.  This tradition has been a key part
of the football program at Roger Bacon for 65
years.



lders of Giantslders of Giantslders of Giants
For school year 2020, the tradition continued
but at a new location. The area where the grotto
was built in 1955 is very different from the present
day site. Several additions (i.e., east wing, storage
barns, etc.) have made accessibility to the original
grotto very difficult. . There is very little student
foot traffic in the area on a daily basis. With the
exception of the football team, very few students
have visited the grotto, and its location had
become a trivia question during Freshmen
Orientation. The work, completed by the
maintenance staff and several student summer
workers, is a beautiful testimony to Our Lady.
Several aspects of the original grotto were
incorporated into the new version to ensure the
connection with our history continued. 

 The new grotto was rededicated on Friday, September 25, 2020 – almost 65 years from the
date of the original dedication. “I hope when you are on our campus, that you visit the grotto
and see that tradition is alive, well and growing at Roger Bacon High School,” added Principal
Schad. The time had come to honor Our Lady in a more visible and accessible place. “Moving the
grotto came after much deliberation, including consultation with the Bacevich family,” indicated
Principal Steve Schad. “The decision was logical. The new location puts the statue in the center of
our campus so that our entire school community can appreciate and honor Our Lady. Not only
will the football tradition continue, I hope that other athletic and school programs will start
traditions of their own that include a visit to the grotto.”
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“A tradition is kept alive only by something being added to it.” - Henry James



In the 1880’s, several Franciscan friars returned to Dusseldorf, Germany – the plaster capital of
the world – to purchase four nativity sets (three large and one slightly smaller).  These were
purchased for Saint George (Cincinnati), Saint Anthony Shrine (Cincinnati), Saint Boniface

(Louisville) and the smaller one for Saint Francis Seminary (Mount Healthy). 
  

Saint George Church is a historic Catholic
Church in the Corryville neighborhood of

Cincinnati, Ohio, near the University of
Cincinnati. The red brick church was

designed by Samuel Hannaford in the
Romanesque Revival style, and opened in

1873. (Cincinnati architect Samuel
Hannaford designed many of Cincinnati’s

most recognizable landmarks: City Hall
(1893), the Phoenix Club Building (1894),

the chapel at Spring Grove cemetery
(1880), and Music Hall (1878)). It was listed
in the National Register of Historic Places
on March 3, 1980 as St. George Parish and

Newman Center.  
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Nativity Set



With the closure of St. George parish,
the nativity set (which was in a state of
needed repair), was going to be
disposed.  Bro. Gene Mayer, O.F.M., took
possession of the set to preserve its
history. In 1995, Bro. Gene, with the
generous help of his mother, had the
entire set refurbished.  He has kept
careful watch of the nativity set since,
and with the dedication of the Fine Arts
Center at Roger Bacon, it has found a
home. 

Our next feature for Built on the
Shoulders of Giants will be: 
Roger Bacon Trivia. Why are we
called the Spartans? Where did our
school seal come from? 

In late November 1989 the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati began considering the possibility
of merging three parishes (St. George, St.
Monica in Fairview, and Holy Name in Mt.
Auburn). The Cincinnati Post reported that
the merger was due to the shortage of
available priests within the Archdiocese.
Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk approved the
merger in December 1989, with the
proposed merger to happen by 1995. By 1991,
it was decided that the merged parishes
would be located in St. Monica. St. George
had too many structural and repair
problems. The last Sunday mass was
celebrated on July 27, 1993, and the official
merger began July 1, 1993. 

lders of Giantslders of Giantslders of Giants
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Roger Bacon’s admissions office is currently preparing to admit the Class of
2028, a class that will become the 100th graduating class in our illustrious
history.
Roger Bacon is currently a school of choice in Cincinnati, and the premier 
co-educational destination for students. Over our first 96 years, we have built
a stellar reputation, not only for our excellent academics, but our unique
culture, and authentic Franciscan charism. 
The Class of 2028 will be special in many ways. As we have reviewed
hundreds and hundreds of applications and read through each of their
essays, it is more apparent than ever that the future of Roger Bacon will be in
great hands.  

In reviewing all of the essays, one stood out, and is a great example of how
prospective students are falling in love with Roger Bacon, and all it has to
offer. Magdalena Rucker is an 8th grader from Mercy Montessori, and we
were particularly moved by her essay. Enjoy. 

 “Roger Bacon is the community I want to be part of for my four years because I
believe it will help me develop into the best, most caring, empathetic, kind, and
wonderful person I can possibly be. I believe it will support me as I embark on
my chosen future paths. I love that Roger Bacon is a very diverse place where
there are people from different social classes and races, as well as being co-ed.
The world has two genders, not one, so I believe this diversity shows what the
world is actually like. In addition, as I researched and visited high schools, I
found that at many schools everyone seemed to be from the same mold. Roger
Bacon stood out to me because it was full of different kinds of people. I really
enjoy connecting with people who have had different experiences, who like
different things, who have a different style and come from different
backgrounds and so RB appealed to me.
 Roger Bacon spoke to me because the Franciscan way of looking at the world
makes sense to me and it embodies many aspects of my worldview. We were
part of the St. Monica St. George parish until it no longer was Franciscan. The
Franciscan ethic of care for creation deeply resonates with me. Everyone was
always truly welcomed at St. Monica St. George, and I saw that mirrored in the
RB community. I look forward to deepening my faith and my spirituality
blooming through my involvement in the Roger Bacon community. 
 I felt so welcome when I visited the open house in 7th grade and during the
shadow day this year. That feeling of being welcomed is another factor that has
prompted me to put Roger Bacon as my first choice far and away from any
other. This is where I want to go. I will work really hard and do my best to be a
good community member. 
 Much as the community at Roger Bacon is unique, so are the opportunities to
mature and learn through travel and service. I would welcome any chance to
serve my community. I was drawn to Roger Bacon because of its incredible and
amazing travel opportunities. Travel provides unparalleled opportunity for
learning and growth because it allows you to see cultures that differ from your
own and expands your worldview instead of living in a bubble. 
 Outside of school I enjoy running, working on stories, devouring books, cycling
and skiing. I am determined to be a writer in my future profession. I want to
promote my beliefs and issues I stand for in my writing. I think Roger Bacon will
help me become the best writer I can be. I love spending time in nature, and
hanging out with my dog, Phoebe, who I adore. I gain so much joy from doing
the things I love and I hope to spread that happiness to the RB community,
ultimately making it a better place. 
Roger Bacon is truly the place for me. I can’t wait to share my gifts with the
community and support my classmates through the four years. If my future self
is graduating in Roger Bacon’s 100th class, her younger self is very proud of her!”

Spread the Word
from the Admissions Office
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Hail Spartans!

Nevaeh ‘27 Grace ‘27

Magdalena ‘28

Rosa ‘24 Ryan ‘24



3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying:
“A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and
the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky
places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up
quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when
the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they
withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell
among thorns, which grew up and choked the
plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times
what was sown.
                                                 Matthew 13:3-8

Statistics tell us that when high school
students go to college, many will fall away
from their faith. These young men and
women are the “seed.”  As young adults,
many will seek out their faith again once
they experience life after college and their
circle of responsibility grows with marriage,
children and job responsibilities.  This is
where their experiences at Roger Bacon
become so important. 
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Student safety is fundamental to the We are
the Good Soil campaign. The visitor entrance
during school hours will be via the atrium which
will allow the school to remain locked during the
day. Not only will visitor access to key student
areas be limited, but the addition will increase
handicap access and permit the use of atrium
spaces, such as the chapel and conference room,
independent of school functions and activities. 

With the construction of the atrium, 5 classrooms
will be reclaimed in the main building. 

This will allow for a possible increase of the
student population and/or expansion of course
offerings, such as STEM, life skills, financial literacy
and business courses.

In addition to a dedicated chapel, the atrium will
provide support to our alum in a variety of ways. 
Not only will the chapel be available, the outside
gathering space and connection to the St. Francis
Plaza will provide opportunities for our alum to
gather at Roger Bacon for reunions, athletic
events, etc.  

Fostering a secure atmosphere for our students, faculty and staff is at the forefront of our objectives.
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Endowing student opportunities, such as the
Assisi Scholar Program, the San Juan Bautista
Pilgrimage and enrichment opportunities
through the St. Clare Society such as mission
trips, leadership development and community
outreach experiences are an essential part of the
“We are the Good Soul” campaign. These
experiences build and reinforce the Franciscan
charism that makes Roger Bacon both unique
and special.   

The new chapel and the opportunities presented
will be an integral part of the “good soil” at Roger
Bacon. A dedicated holy space for 160 – 180
people, the chapel incorporates stained glass
windows from the Our Lady of the Angels
convent, a reliquary and windows which reflect
our Franciscan heritage – St. Francis of Assisi at
the Cross; St. Clare of Assisi; St. Anthony of Padua;
St. Bonaventure, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, and Our
Lady of Guadalupe. 
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We fervently pray, that through your generosity
and prayers, our new endeavor  will become a
tangible addition to the Roger Bacon “soil” so
vitally important to the future of our students,
our communities and our nation. 

We do not know when the seed will be
planted, but we strive to provide the good soil
to give the seed every opportunity to flourish
and bloom when the opportunity occurs. 
As we move forward with the construction of
the atrium and chapel, we will need all of our
community to make it a reality. 

The lessons learned here, the values and morals taught and demonstrated, seeing value in themselves and others…
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The challenge to our entire Roger Bacon
and Our Lady of the Angels community is
strikingly simple yet profoundly important

– 

Be the Good Soil.
Please keep us in your prayers as we
confidently move “forward to greater

things.”  



The Class of 2023 mural 

“Roger Bacon is a safe place to
express my beliefs and feel part

of a community that cares
about them. It has also given
me a way to be active in my

community and spread my faith
to others. A dedicated chapel
will be extremely beneficial to

Roger Bacon as it will provide a
space for reflecting, growing in
faith, and spending time in the

presence of God. Joshua Becker,
Class of 2025

“Roger Bacon simply provides the best of everything. I grew academically,
athletically, and spiritually more than I could have ever dreamed. I am forever
thankful for my time at Roger Bacon. It truly propelled me Forward to Greater
Things.” 
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service to their community –-- these are vital pieces of the “good soil” that is Roger Bacon. 

James Thompson ’20 
BS, Community & Nonprofit Leadership, 2023
2021 & 2022 Big Ten Academic All-American

University of Wisconsin

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE WE ARE THE GOOD SOIL CAMPAIGN 



RB

On November 29, we said “Happy Birthday
Sisi!” as we celebrated her 5th birthday.  

Sisi joined the Roger Bacon family during the
2019 - 2020 school year and has been a

blessing to our community since her arrival
on campus.

Happy Birthday! The Halls @ RB 

On September 29th, the RB Class of 2024 and members of the staff
gathered in the newly completed outdoor classroom to officially

dedicate it as the Ralph Luebbe Amphitheater.
Returning to campus to be in attendance was long-time faculty

member Dr. Deb Luebbe and her family. "Uncle Ralph" was a
staunch supporter of Catholic education, and the Luebbe

Foundation has supported numerous initiatives at RB. 
The beautiful new area of campus was named after Ralph as a

'thank you' for all the generous support. The Ralph Luebbe
Amphitheater will now be a place for learning, community and

spiritual growth on campus for years to come!

Amphitheater Dedication

On September 20th, RB celebrated its
annual Grandparents Day. Almost 250
of our freshman grandparents traveled
to campus to celebrate mass and enjoy
breakfast with their grandchildren. RB is

forever appreciative of the love and
support they provide our students.

Grandparents Day

 understand the value of taking care of each other
and their mental health as former WLWT television

personality and Cincinnati native Brandon Saho
shared his mental health journey. The message to
Roger Bacon students today was to take care of

each other, be open to the struggles of those
around you and what they may be going through,

and be willing to seek help and talk about your own

 On September 7th. Students
were given a chance to better 

Mental Health Talk

 struggles with those who care
about you.

Roger Bacon students once again
gave back to the community on
October 18th by donating much

needed blood. In conjunction with
Hoxworth Blood Center, Roger

Bacon held its annual blood drive to
help meet a critical need for

donations. 

Blood Drive
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A Salute to our Veterans

Freshmen year is a time in which RB provides Freshmen
with the opportunity to learn more about our Christian

call to serve. One part of this is having the freshmen
class divided into four groups where they then each

complete a Freshmen Service Day. During these days,
the freshmen class volunteers with several organizations

throughout the city to help create a community of
service within their class. 

Freshmen Service Day

RB students got into the
Halloween spirit this year. 

Mrs. Stuard-Neal’s Stage Makeup
Class put their skills on display by

making some of our faculty
members look extra spooky this

past holiday. 

A spooky
Spartan

Halloween 

 to learn more about the sacrifices these
brave men and women made for our
country, as well as a chance for us to say
"thank you" for their service.
Roger Bacon also had the privilege to
honor Ray Schnur with a special surprise.
Mr. Schnur enrolled at Roger Bacon in 1940,
and completed his sophomore year in 1942
when he had to withdraw, enlisting in the
Navy to fight in World War II, never
receiving his diploma from Roger Bacon.
Over the years, Mr. Schnur saw his own
children, grandchildren, and now great-
grandchildren attend Roger Bacon. With
his family present, President Steve Schad
and Principal Tim McCoy presented Mr.
Schnur with his own diploma, honoring
him as a graduate 79 years after leaving to
fight for our country.
To all of the veterans out there - THANK
YOU.

Roger Bacon was thrilled to
welcome more than 120 military
veterans to campus on November
9th, as we celebrated their service to
our country with our annual
Veterans Day Breakfast. It was an
opportunity for our students

Juniors have been visiting the St.
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry to help

with an assortment of needs. This

Tuesdays with
Vincent

junior service experience is imbedded in
the curriculum and is arranged through
the Junior Theology classes - connecting
to studies of Catholic morality & Catholic

Social Teaching courses

On November 13th, 6 seniors had the

opportunity to experience college life

first hand with a special visit to Berea

College. Berea was the first integrated,

co-educational college in the South,

and has not charged students tuition

since 1892. It is one of ten federally

recognized “Work Colleges” where all

students work ten hours per week at

on-campus jobs that enhance their

education and prepare them for life

after college. 
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          Homecoming Week     RB
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Homecoming
Court

Freshmen: Evan
Otto & Elizabeth

Strouble
Sophomores:  

Joseph Kamphaus &
Sofia Carraher

Juniors: Nathan Weigand & Macy Holt
Seniors:  Julia Whitman & Peter Wilke,

Eva Sias & Charlie Peters
Homecoming Queen & King: Clare

Schlicter & James Baverman

Homecoming week is always a special time at Roger Bacon. It is a week
full of fun themes, giving back, prizes, and gratitude. This year, our

students and faculty made it one to remember with their participation in
the various themes throughout the week and an exciting Spirit Olympics.

The annual Homecoming Parade brought out a great crowd and the
week wrapped up with students dressed in their best to dance the night

away at the Homecoming Dance. Thanks to all who helped make this
week happen and helped make it an unforgettable homecoming week. 

National College Board
Recognition

Congratulations to Kayla Kilgore ‘26 for
earning special recognition from the

2023 College Board. Kayla was awarded
the College Board's National African
American Recognition Award. This

recognition is reserved for junior African
American students that have at least a
3.5 GPA, and have taken the PSAT 10 in

the spring of 2022, scoring in the top 10%
in the state of residence, or at least two
distinct AP exams in the 8th, 9th or 10th

grade. Congratulations Kayla!

Commended Students
Conner Beierle ‘24  and Alex Edmondson ‘24
have been named Commended Students in

the 2024 National Merit Scholarship
Program. About 34,000 Commended Students

throughout the nation are being recognized
for their exceptional academic promise.

Although they will not continue in the 2024
competition for National Merit Scholarship

awards, Commended Students placed among
the top 50,000 students who entered the 2024

competition by taking the 2022 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test

(PSAT/NMSQT®). Congratulations Conner &
Alex on this amazing accomplishment! 

National Merit Scholar
Semifinalist 

Daphne McCabe ‘24  has been named a
National Merit Scholar Semifinalist.

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC®) announced the names of more

than 16,000 Semifinalists in the 69th
annual National MeritScholarship Program.

These academically talented high school
seniors have an opportunity to continue in

the competition for some 7,140 National
Merit Scholarships worth nearly $28 million

that will be offered next spring. To be
considered for a Merit Scholarship® award,

Semifinalists must fulfill several
requirements to advance to the Finalist

level of the competition.



RB 180
The Spartan Leader program is

working to build community
through faith & sports. Part of the

program includes witness
testimonies and faith stories

through sports call RB 180s from
alumni/employee guest speakers.
This year’s first guest speaker was
theology teacher Ms. Murray who
discussed her journey of faith and

her history with volleyball. Mr.
McCoy spoke with students during
his RB 180 in December to give his

own story of faith and his
connection to sports like baseball

and basketball. 

A Feast Day for the Ages

kicked off the day full of celebrations
followed by a touching goodbye

tribute to Fr. Roger 

October 4 is the Feast Day of St.
Francis of Assisi - and at Roger

Bacon, the celebrations were
aplenty. An all school 

Lopez, OFM who moved on to his new role.

Getting in the
Christmas Spirit 

RB students and faculty
got into the Christmas

spirit  to end the semester
with the annual

Christmas Assembly
from Student Senate. The
fun proved it truly is the
most wonderful time of

the year. 

The Halls @ RB 
On October 6th, Roger

Bacon students
accompanied by Mrs.
Zinser attached the

March for Life in
Columbus to continue  
praying for an end to
abortion at the state
level. The trip was a

beautiful witness of our
students who

participated and there is
much anticipation for

next year’s march! 

March for Life

RB

After mass, all students and faculty headed
down to the stadium for the annual

FEASTival put on by the Spiritual Life
Committee. There were games, a grilled

lunch and even the highly anticipated
students vs faculty water balloon toss. There
were even some faculty appearances in the

dunk booth!

Thanks to all who helped put on
the day full of celebrations!
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RB

B     CONArts

RB3 has been on tour this
holiday season bringing
their talents around to
local grade schools for

some Christmas
entertainment!  

The Roger Bacon Drama Guild had audiences busting with laughter during their
recently acclaimed performances of this year’s fall play, Plaza Suite by Neil Simon. A

truly innovative production, the cast was split into two and they each produced the show
a different way! One cast performed the comedy in the perspective of the 1960s. And the
other cast took their spin on the play in their 1990s best. Audiences were treated to this

laugh out loud comedy throughout the performance weekend and every audience
member left with smiles and some sore abs from their constant laughing.

Congratulations to the entire cast & crew on completing yet another wonderful
production! 

RB3 on Tour

A Night to
Remember

The RB Fine Arts department
came together for a wonderful
night at the annual Christmas

Concert. RB3, the Concert
Choir and the Concert Band

all spent the evening
performing everyone’s favorite

Christmas Carols. It was
another night where RB’s Fine
Arts Department proved they
are one of the very best in the

city.  
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Be on the lookout

for information on

the Drama Guild’s

next production

coming soon! 

Up Next...



In October, Roger Bacon bid farewell to a pillar of the RB community. Fr. Roger Lopez took off on a
new adventure as a member of the new Provincial Council for the Franciscan Province of Our Lady
of Guadalupe. Fr. Roger served the RB community for over 9 years in various roles and it was with

bittersweet emotion that Spartan Nation wished him well in his new role. As President, Steve Schad
said, “Roger Bacon is a better place because Fr. Roger was here.” We all wish Fr. Roger the very best

and thank him for his generous contributions to Roger Bacon High School!
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To see the video created for Fr. Roger by our

students, scan the QR code above. 

Bon Voyage Fr. Roger! 



* = RB Athletics
Record

Games
Played 

Serving
Aces Kills Digs Assists

Kasey Niesen ‘15
Thomas More

University 
227 111 298 500 11

Courtney
Niesen ‘17

Wingate University 

286 100 770 1,040 28

Karly Niesen ‘20
Wheeling University 

269 136 248 470 2,203*

Cammy Niesen
‘22

Ole Miss 

361 181 76 1,820* 243

Kelsey Niesen
‘24

Xavier University

367* 198* 1,079* 1319 35

Niesen Sisters 1,143 528 1,392 3,830 2,485

20
ATHLETIC  

Fall 
Football

1st Team MVC
Offense: 

Landen Murphy ‘25
Michael Thomas ‘25

2nd Team MVC
Offense: 

Bubba Smart ‘26
Kyle Miller ‘26

Jayson Stewart ‘25
Defense:

Josh Cook ‘25
Joey Lee ‘24

Special Teams
Joe Kennedy ‘24: 

Honorable
Mention MVC

De‘Vion Gipson ‘26
Mac Kleinfeldt ‘25

2nd Team All
District

L anden Murphy ‘25
Michael Thomas ‘25

Girls‘ Tennis
2nd Team Singles

MVC
Daphne McCabe ‘24
Maggie McCormick

‘27

Honorable
Mention MVC

Kennedy Dawson ‘24
Kaitlyn Hutzel ‘27

Molly Mohr ‘27

Boys’ Soccer
1st Team MVC

Jake Snyder ‘25
Alex Ervin ‘26

2nd Team MVC
Aaron Ervin ‘26

Caleb Fulton ‘26

Honorable
Mention MVC

Devin Walls ‘25
Luke Wilson ‘25

 All District Team
Jake Snyder ‘25

Alex Ervin ‘26

Cross Country
2nd Team MVC

Karis Stoxen ‘27
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Girls’ Soccer
Coach of the Year

MVC 
Kristen Johnson
1st Team MVC

Morgan Rohling ‘24
Riley Rolfert ‘24

Carlie Grosser ‘25

2nd Team MVC
Julia Whitman ‘24
Re Woodrum ‘25

Maddy Sheppard ‘26

Honorable
Mention MVC

Alyssa Sunderman ‘24
Aubrey Keuffer ‘26

 All District 
Coach of the Year 

Kristen Johnson

All District Team
Riley Rolfert ‘24

Aubrey Keuffer ‘26

2nd Team All State
Riley Rolfert ‘24

The Niesen DynastyAN UNFORGETTABLE ERA 
COMES 

TO AN END

ANTOHER NOTCH 
IN THE BELT 

FOR HISTORIC PROGRAMHistory Made

On Tuesday, September 19, the girls volleyball program at Roger
Bacon reached yet another milestone and brought the program's all-
time win total to 750 with a win over Summit. This ranks 4th in the
OHSAA sports record books statewide. The program has been built
on generations of tradition from its inception. Congratulations to the
girls, coaches and all former players of the historic program here at

RB on such an amazing accomplishment!

It takes a lot of work to leave your own individual legacy on an athletic
program when your time has ended as an athlete. RB Volleyball has been
lucky enough to have an entire family of sisters leave an indelible legacy

within the program. Take a look at some of the amazing stats this group of
sister all-stars have produced for the RB volleyball program during their

time as Spartans. Congratulations Niesen sisters on amazing careers and
thank you  (and your parents  Ann (Huber) & Iggy Niesen ‘89) for all your

contributions to RB athletics! 
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All-Stars
Girls’ Volleyball 

MVC Player of the Year
Kelsey Niesen ‘24
1st Team MVC

Kelsey Niesen ‘24
Mariah Gaines ‘25

Ally Hughes ‘25
2nd Team MVC

Marilyn Hoffmann ‘25
Etillina Jackson ‘26

Honorable Mention MVC
Reagan Waller ‘25

Morgan Sunderman ‘26
 All District 

Coach Achievement 
Alyssa Flading 

 1st Team All District
Kelsey Niesen ‘24
Mariah Gaines ‘25

 1st Team All State
Kelsey Niesen ‘24

Honorable Mention 
 All State

Mariah Gaines ‘25
Honorable Mention 

All American
Kelsey Niesen ‘24

PUTTING HIS WAY 
TO STATEState Bound
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In October, at the OHSAA D2 Golf District
Championship at Heatherwoode, '27 Allister
Fike overcame a pair of early bogeys and shot -1 
the rest of the way to shoot a one-over-par 72,
easily his best score of the season. His score of
72 was enough for Allister to qualify for the
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP ROUNDS in Columbus
two weeks later. This is an incredible 
accomplishment, and he's still only a freshman!
Allister became the second Roger Bacon Golfer
in 4 seasons to qualify for State, joining 

legendary golfer Adam Trigg-Holdman ‘21  for the 
honor.  Allister’s season came to an end in state championship rounds
where he finished 38th out of 72 total golfers. Congratulations on a
memorable season Allister. We are all excited for your future as a Spartan
Golfer - and the future of the golf program here at RB! 

LEGENDARY ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
HONORED

IN HALL OF FAMEHall of Famer

FOOTBALL COACH
REACHES NEW 

MILESTONE IN PROGRAMBig Winner

Congratulations are in order for
Varsity Football Head Coach,
Mike Blaut! This past season

opener against Indian Hill marked
Coach Blaut’s 50th career win

here at RB. Congratulations Coach
on this amazing accomplishment

and thank you for all you have
done for this program! 

The name Fr. Alan Heet is nothing if not
legendary within the halls of the RB Athletic
Department. As it turns out, Fr. Alan isn’t just a
legend in Spartan country - in fact, he is
legendary amongst all of Ohio High School
Athletics. Recently, Fr. Alan was inducted into the
Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators
Association (OIAAA) Hall of Fame. Fr. Alan spent
34 years of his career as the Athletic Director here
at RB. During his time as AD, he added the sports
of tennis, bowling, cross country , wrestling, and
soccer to the Spartan arsenal. In the mid-1950s, he
helped spearhead the project stadium
construction for our renowned Bron Bachevich
Memorial Stadium. He was also instrumental in
securing illustrious football coach Bron Bacevich
to his staff in 1954. Fr. Alan also helped form the
Southwest Ohio Athletic Directors Association
(SWOADA) in 1961. He served as the first
President-Elect.  The OIAAA proudly stated: 

“As a man of character & integrity, Fr. Alan became a mentor to
many young athletic directors and a leader of the SWOADA for

twenty-two years. He is most deserving of the Hall of Fame
recognition.” 
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FOOTBALL PLAYER 
WINS 

PLAYER OF THE WEEKPayer of the 
Week

Congratulations are in order
for Varsity Football player,

Bubba Smart ‘27 - On
August 25th, he was selected
as the Enquirer Ohio small-

school football Player of the
Week. The sophomore QB
was 14-18 for 280 yards and

three touchdowns in the
Spartans’ 33-20 win over

Indian Hill. 

VOLLEYBALL PLAYERS
PUT THEIR NAMES

IN THE RECORD BOOKSRecord Breakers

Two volleyball players
earned themselves some

high praise this past season
and they each put their

names in the record books.
Ally Hughes ‘25  earned her
1,000th assist while Kelsey
Niesen ‘24 got her 1,000th
kill throughout the season.
Congratulations to these

two outstanding athletes on
their incredible

accomplishments.  

A HISTORIC  
SEASON FOR

GIRLS SOCCERStars of the P
itch

Roger Bacon Girls Soccer had themselves a season to remember this fall. The
Spartans ended with a winning record of 14-5 after a historic season for the

program. The team was led by their seven seniors. The awards were aplenty for
this group of special athletes. Coach Kristin Johnson was named MVC Coach of
the Year & All District Coach of the Year! And Carlie Grosser ‘25 put her name in

the record books when she broke the record for single season assists at 17!
Congratulations coach, Carlie and all players on an incredible season!   

A FALL SEASON 
FULL OF 

SPECIAL SENIORSSenior Season
We want to say a special ‘Thank you!’ to all of

the RB senior athletes who competed in
their last fall sports season. You all have left

an indelible mark on RB Athletics and you all
will be missed! 



Bron Bachevich
Award Recipient
Brian Neal ‘90

Mike Sullivan ‘72Bob Plum ‘63

Jeff Stofa ‘89

Sean Feldhaus ‘94

Monty St. Clair ‘03

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  T H E S E  O U T S T A N D I N G  F E M A L E  A T H L E T E S
W H O  W I L L  B E  H O N O R E D  A T  T H E I R  U P C O M I N G  I N D U C T I O N   O N

S A T U R D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  2 4 T H .  L O O K  O U T  F O R  M O R E  I N F O  O N  T H E
E V E N T  F R O M  T H E  A T H L E T I C  D E P A R T M E N T .  

Tradition              21

Lori (Weaver) Rolfert ‘96 Sarah (Fieler) Murdico ‘99 Emily (Holt) Blake ‘01 Mallory (Wyrick) Gardner ‘05

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  T H E S E  O U T S T A N D I N G  M A L E  A T H L E T E S
W H O  W E R E  I N D U C T E D  A T  T H E  A T  5 3 R D  A N N U A L  S P O R T S  S T A G .

T H A N K S  T O  A L L  T H E  S T A G  S U P P O R T E R S  F O R  A  W O N D E R F U L  N I G H T
A N D  C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  A L L  H O N O R E E S !  

Class of 2024



Our oldest living alum!
After our fall issue we were informed by several folks  our oldest alum

that we are now aware of is:

Helen Gartner (Listermann)

According to Helen’s daughter 
Val  Miranda (Gartner) ‘77:

“Mom still resides in Finneytown in the home where her
family grew up in. She enjoys playing her piano and

having loved ones around to share life and memories
with. Her late husband, Leonard C. Gartner ‘33 was a

Roger Bacon alumni.” 

ALUMNI 
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HELEN GARTNER
(LISTERMANN)

Class of 1935

Steve Watt class of 1980
developed the Hamilton County
bag pipe team. He is well known

in the region and does most
every bag pipe event --Funeral

or Honor flight or other high
profile event. Steve led the

football team to the Bron for the  
home opener against Indian Hill.

Dan Shearer, Editor of the Green Valley
News/Sahuarita Sun wrote the following story about
Helen Russo, OLA Class of 1957:
“If you’ve been to a local concert, an interesting speaker or, heck, even an
improv class, there’s a good chance Helen Russo was sitting next to you
soaking it all in.  Helen, a Cincinnati transplant, is involved in many groups
and efforts around Green Valley and Sahuarita and has launched several of
her own.   After moving here in 2017, Helen, a retired educator who has
never met a stranger, jumped right in, organizing town halls for GVR
(Green Valley) and volunteering for several groups.  She loves to tackle
problems head-on, bring everybody to the table and figure out solutions.  
Recently, she figured out how to get a keyboard to a disabled young
woman from Mexico who wants to learn to play the piano.

More recently Helen has shared her
adventures in her own column “Helen’s
Encounters” on the Green Valley
News/Sahuarita Sun social media site
NABUR.  Her friend Dan writes “If
you’re sitting near her when she
receives this honor tonight, there’s a
good chance that in the span of 10
minutes she already knows your life
story and is prodding you for ideas to
make our community a better place.  
Helen Russo embraced Green Valley,
and with this award we give her a big
hug right back!”
“Helpful Helen shares all she
has….shows great dramatic talent…aims
to teach grade school…chief traits—
affability, sincerity, dependability” were
the words written about Helen under
her high school graduation/yearbook
picture.  Looks like Helen is the same
young woman years later!

pictured above is Dan Shearer and Helen
Russo ‘57 receiving her award at the 2023

AZ19 Most Influential People awards on
Sept. 12.



NEWS
Be Inspired, Stay Connected

HAVE SOME NEWS TO SHARE? WE'D
LOVE TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND LET THE REST
OF THE ROGER BACON COMMUNITY

KNOW. PLEASE PROVIDE ANY ALUMNI
HIGHLIGHTS TO: 

ALYSSA FLADING
(AFLADING@ROGERBACON.ORG)
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Youtube video of

Helen’s 100th

birthday celebration

(2017)

St. Mary School, Hyde Park, has 4
Roger Bacon Alumni who are

continuing to teach the Catholic
Faith. In order, 

Olivia Crane ‘19, 3rd grade; Jen
Reker-Murphy ‘94 Principal;

Kristin Sims (Lamarre) ‘90 5th
grade; Joy Wood (Feichtner) ‘05
6th, and 8th Social Studies and

LA.

At the same time Helen’s family reached out, former
staff member and alum Dave Feichtner ‘70 sent an

email about Helen stating: 

“I believe the oldest living alum of OLA is Helen
Gartner, born March 26, 1917. I did not teach math
at RB, but I believe that makes her 106 years old.
My understanding is that she was the first drum

major for the OLA band/orchestra.”

Pictured left is a photo of Helen that is on the wall in
the Carol Dauwe Fine Arts Center. 

‘Localscriptman’ on Youtube, known to
Roger Bacon as, Lucas Stunc ‘20 has

hit it big on Youtube with 125k
subscribers. His content focuses on
creative writing, screen writing and

film making. Subscribe and support
Lucas by scanning the QR code

below: 

2023 Alumni Awards

Congratulations, once again, to our 2023
award winners!

Tom Burke '69 – Astrolabe Award
Liz Wilking '84 – Amaranth Award
Lauren Krebs '13 – Spartan Award

Kelly Baker Schulkers – Roger Bacon Award

On Saturday, November 4th, Roger Bacon High School celebrated its proud
tradition of excellence by honoring four outstanding individuals at the Alumni

Awards ceremony sponsored by the Roger Bacon Alumni Association. This
ceremony recognizes individuals who have made significant contributions to

their communities and demonstrated a commitment to the values and mission
of Roger Bacon High School. Prior to the program and dinner, mass was

celebrated with all those in attendance.

DO YOU KNOW A SPARTAN OR ANGEL YOU’D LIKE
TO NOMINATE FOR AN ALUMNI AWARD? PLEASE

EMAIL ANY CANDIDATES TO
SHUERKAMP@ROGERBACON.ORG



Congratulations to Fred Moore ’14
who was named the 2023 Smith

League MVP! The Smith League was
established in 2018 and has quickly

become one of the premier Summer
basketball leagues in the Midwest.

Fred’s team also won the 2023 Smith
League Championship.

 
Fred averaged 31.5 points per game
during his MVP summer! Fred most

recently played professional
basketball in Canada Love is in the Air

Some of St. Bernard’s finest gathered to
celebrate at Drew Wilson ‘11 wedding in

October!
Pictured are: Collin Walterman ‘10, 

AJ Holt ‘10, Brady Gardner ‘11, 
Andy Walterman ‘09, 

Tanner Sprong ‘11, Drew Wilson ‘11, 
Paul Byrd ‘11 & Gus. St. Clair ‘11

Brandon Spaeth ‘11 was married on
November 11. A large number of Spartans
(pictured above) were there to celebrate!
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Ruth Wicktora (Moening) turned 100 on October 3, 2023. She graduated from OLA in 1941. She is a resident
of Evergreen where she is very active in their group activities, Bingo being her favorite. Ruth has a big family
that celebrated this milestone with her 5 children, 16 grandchildren, 32 great grandchildren and 1 great great

grandchild (on the way). She is a sports fanatic and loves her Reds, Bengals and UC Bearcats. She is a huge
Roger Bacon advocate, which was made evident when Sparty stopped by for a surprised visit.

Shane Coleman ‘09 married Katie
Geraci (St. Bernard alum) - part of the

bridal party was 
Charlie Vonderhaar ‘09 and Becca

Geraci ‘22 

Gary ‘68 & Beth Brichler’s kids were in town and decided to take a trip down memory lane.
Laura Wyatt (Brichler) ‘06 lives in Madison, WI with her three children and husband, Justin.
Eric ‘08 lives in Denver, CO and was in town for his wedding celebration. Matt ‘13 also lives in

Denver, CO and came to campus to visit with his siblings.

A family visit to the old stompin’ grounds

Happy 100th Birthday!



Destinee Byrd ‘19 received her service
assignment! Destinee is a member of the
Navy Rowing team. The squad posted the

2024 midshipmen’s branch and role on
Instagram.., Congratulations Destinee and

thank you for your service.

Joan Knecht(Elfers) 1949 and
her brother, Gerry Elfers 1960.

DID WE MISS YOU OR A RELATIVE? PLEASE SHARE OUR OLDEST LIVING ALUMS WITH
AFLADING@ROGERBACON.ORG
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Class of 1948 OLA
Betty Jane Sandoz (Huebener,), LaVerne
Strittholt (Berger),Carol Lerch(Kuwatch)

Lynde Wilking (Devlin) ‘10
and Nick Wilking ‘10 recently

welcomed baby boy, Oliver.

Bacon Bits
Welcome to the Spartan Army sweet babies!

Ashley Hodapp (Wilson) ‘07
and Jeff Hodapp ‘07 recently
welcomed baby boy, Dylan.

Class of 1946 OLA
Martha Jane Eichold ( Effler)

Tim Sullivan ‘68 was invited to join the local oldies
group The Remains at a concert in Springdale this

summer. It’s been on his bucket list for years. Several of
his ‘68 classmates also showed up for this event(l-r Phil

Bauer, Bob Hamburg, Nick Noel, Jim Reinhart, Tim
Sullivan, Jim Clark). Tim currently has two grandkids

attending Roger Bacon, Evan ‘23 and Claire ‘25.

Austin Grathwohl ‘18 celebrated his 24th
birthday by completing his fourth Ironman
70.3 event in a personal best time of 6:15:43.

He has dropped over 2 hours off his time
from his first Ironman 70.3. See infographic

below. Are you or your family member a graduate from Roger Bacon
before 1972? The Alumni Association is selling ‘Golden Spartan’ hats.

A great gift for that special Spartan in your life. Cost of hat is $25.

Golden
Spartan

Hat

Lee Mairose ‘66 (left) and his wife Cindi
came back to campus for a visit in

October.

WE’D LOVE TO HAVE YOU BACK ON CAMPUS TOO!
REACH OUT TO  NWILKING@ROGERBACON.ORG 

Our oldest living alums!



58

The Class of 1958 got together for their regular luncheon at St.
Bernard staple Wiedemann’s on December 7th. 

68

71

The OLA Class of 1971 recently reconnected at Wiedemann’s - proving the
Angel Bond remains strong for years after students leave the halls! 

73

The RB Class of 1973 celebrated their 50th Reunion back in October. The
weekend was filled with comradery and reminiscing of their times in the

school’s halls!

Reunions & Gatherings
ALUMNI EVENTS
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The Class of 1968 gathered together at a home
football game this season to reminisce about the

good old days and reconnect with old friends. 

68

The OLA Class of 1968 met for a wonderful luncheon in the Fine Arts
Center on October 7 to celebrate their 55th reunion! All the Angels in
attendance were all smiles to see their old emblem adorned on the

walls! 

55

The OLA Class of 1955 met for a wonderful luncheon at Clovernook
Country Club on October 1. It was a wonderful day for a gathering of

Angels! 

CALLING ALL SPARTANSCALLING ALL SPARTANS  
AND ANGELS WHOAND ANGELS WHO

GRADUTATED IN YEARS ENDINGGRADUTATED IN YEARS ENDING
IN 4 OR 9:IN 4 OR 9:

THIS NEXT YEAR COULD BE ATHIS NEXT YEAR COULD BE A
GREAT OPPRTUNITY FOR AGREAT OPPRTUNITY FOR A

REUNION. IF INTERESTED INREUNION. IF INTERESTED IN
PLANNING AN EVENT FOR YOURPLANNING AN EVENT FOR YOUR
CLASS, PLEASE REACH OUT TOCLASS, PLEASE REACH OUT TO

NWILKING@ROGERBACON.ORGNWILKING@ROGERBACON.ORG
TO GET STARTED!TO GET STARTED!  

The Class of 2003 had a fantastic turn out for their 20th Reunion held on November
17 at Third Eye Brewing in Sharonville. 



93

98
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The RB Class of 1993 gathered to
celebrate their 30th Reunion on

September 30. It was great to see this
group back together again after 30 years! 

The RB Class of 1998 gathered to celebrate
their 25th Reunion on October 14th at

Wiedemann’s. It was a wonderful event for
this special group of Spartans.

The Spartan Nation Tour made its way up to Columbus for its first regional
tour event in October. It was a great night meeting with Spartans & Angels
from the area. Be on the lookout for details on the next stop on the tour as

we head to Florida in late February! 

70s 
Michael Belanger ‘70

Herb Blackburn ‘71
John Gerke ‘77
Lyle Glazier ‘73
Joe Kempe ‘70

Linda Miller (Fago) ‘70
Mike Murray ‘78

Rick Schoettmer ‘72

Lois A. Biddle
Ruth Brinkman

Susi Dick
Terri Glazier

Mary A. Grosser
Rick Linz

Dusty Rhodes

Staff & Spartan Family

First Friday Mass                                 December 2023
50s

Dale Hoffmann ‘57
Clare Tempel (Schulte) '57

 Roll Call
DON'T FORGET TO ATTEND FIRST FRIDAY MASS ON

THE FIRST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 8:15AM.
DONUTS, COFFEE AND GREAT CONVERSATION

FOLLOWS MASS. RESERVATIONS ARE NOT
NECESSARY. WE MEET EVERY FIRST FRIDAY UNLESS IT

FALLS ON A HOLIDAY. 

Questions can be directed to Sue Huerkamp at
513.641.1313 ot shuerkamp@rogerbacon.org

Tom Mauntel '69
Gerri Meiners '69
Jeanne Niesen
(Benjamin) ‘64

Skip Schoettmer ‘65
Janet Terry

(Bedinghaus) ‘69
Stephen Vollmar '63

Thom Vollmar ‘65
Rik Vonderhaar ‘69

Steve Zinser '69

60s
Jim Ariss '61

Joann Ballinger
(Norton) ‘69

Kathleen Clark
(Santoro) '67
Jim Clark '68

LaVerne Clark ‘69
Rich Craig ‘67

Tom Dehmer, OFS ‘63
David Fossaluzza ‘69

Jim Hoffmann ‘62
John Homoelle ‘69

Gil Linz ‘69

 

83

The OLA Class of 1983 recently reconnected at
Wiedemann’s for their 40th Reunion. There were

lots of laughs, smiles, stories and reconnection
between old friends and classmates. 



Born to Eternal Life
The following members of the Roger Bacon family

have been born to eternal life. Please join us in
remembering them and their families in your prayers. 

Henrietta Bernard ‘34
Martha Hutchens (Bratcher) ‘42
Peggy Hudepohl (Duggy) ‘43
Ruth Folz (Wilke) ‘44
Gwynedd Jansen (Hutchinson) ‘45
Donald Dickenson ‘48
Louis Knolle ‘48
Edda Camardo (Fiorino) ‘49
Alice Sicking (Westendorf) ‘49
Doris Strittholt (Volkerding) ‘49
Lawrence Hartmann ‘49
Georgeann Meyer (Dietz) ‘50
Mary Brotherton (Schmitt) ‘50
Tom Salzman ‘50
Doris Kuszler ‘51
Alan McCarthy ‘51
Paul Tobergate ‘51
Dolores Roehm (Werning) ‘51
Donald Glaser ‘52
Joseph Montgomery ‘53
Ruth Woods (Rucktaschel) ‘53
Robert South ‘53
Raymond Harrigan ‘54
William Smith ‘54
Barbara Schare (Stuehrk) ‘55
Dorothy Jones (Collins) ‘56
James Gordon ‘56
Lynn Winterman (Kindt) ‘56
John Purcell ‘57

Marilyn Pohlkamp ‘58
Willaim Schwegman ‘59
John Teed ‘59
Carlton Quitter ‘60
Timothy Twining ‘61
John Gardner ‘63
William Koch ‘63
Donna St. Clair (Fulton) ‘64
Michael Patmann ‘64
Richard Louis ‘65
Nicholas Munafo ‘65
Joseph Penwell ‘65
Patricia Wiedmann (Rusche) ‘65
Daniel Anderson ‘65
Thomas Bolles ‘65
John Breyer ‘65
Gary Engelbrink ‘66
Kenneth Boehner ‘70
Donald Fuerbacher ‘72
Ronald Luken ‘76
Thomas Miller ‘78
Michael Santoro ‘83
Renee Forest (Recker) ‘87
Edward Leer ‘92
Sara Riegelsberger ‘98
Brittany Bryant ‘03

RB Family
Helen Geiger
Ralph Lopez



$700,000 Goal

$413,219

2023-2024 Annual Fund Drive 

We are RB!

The success of this year's AFD is pivotal to meeting our operational
requirements and ensuring the affordability of our tuition. Our goal this year is
$700,000. Right now, we are a little over half way to our goal! So, we still need

your help. For more information on the AFD, please visit
https://www.rogerbacon.org/giving/annual-fund-drive. 

We have done our best to make giving to the Annual Fund Drive as seamless
as possible. We thank you in advance for your help. Every gift, regardless of its

size, is impactful.

Thank you for helping to make us who we are... WE ARE RB!

The Annual Fund Drive helps provide the necessary dollars to cover the “funding
gap” between our tuition and the actual cost of educating a Roger Bacon

Spartan. Thanks to the yearly gifts from our loyal alumni, parents, friends, faculty,
and staff we are able to directly impact the lives of our students and provide a

quality Franciscan education. In other words, gifts toward the AFD help makes us
who we are... and WE ARE RB!

Gifts can be made online at
www.rogerbacon.org/giving, via Venmo
@Roger Bacon or you can scan the QR

code (below) to be directed to our
online methods of giving.

*as of 1/1/2024

http://www.rogerbacon.org/giving


4320 Vine Street | Cincinnati, OH 45217


